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LATIN ACCOUNT. 


1 SR at HAT I purpoſe inthe following pa- 
And pers is, 10 45 a plain and liner 
45 W {2 account of the ſteps, by which I was 
to * led, during a courſe of many years, 
8 to embrace the doctrine of Chriſtian 

Perfection. This I owe to the ſerious 
part of mankind, thoſe who delire to know all the truth 

&s it is in Feſus. And thele only are concerned in queſ- 

tions of this kind. To theſe I would nakedly declare 

the thing as it is, endeavouring all along to ſhew, from 
one period to another, both what 7 thought, and why [ 
thought ſo. 

2. In the year 1725, being in the twenty-third year 
of my age, I met with Bp. Taylors + Rule and exer- 
ciſes of holy living and dying.” Ta reading ſeveral 
parts of this book, I was exceedinyly affected: that 
pur in particular, which relates to purity of intentions 

nſtantly I reſolved to dedicate a my liſe to God, all 
my thoughts, and words, and actions; being through- 
ly convinced, there was no medium; but that every 
part of my life, (not /ome only) mult either be a ſacri- 
fice to God, or myſelt, that is in effect, to the devil. 

Can any ſerious perſon doubt of this, or find a me- 
dium berween ſerving God, and ſerving the devil ? 

5. In the year 1726, I met with Kempis's Chriflian 
Pattern, The nature and extent of ia ward religion, 
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the religion of the heart, now appeared to me in a 
ſtronger light, than ever it had done before. I ſaw, 

that giving even all my life to God, (ſuppoſing it poſ- 

fible to do this, and go no farther) would profit me no- 

thing, unleſs I gave my heart, yea, all my heart, to him. 
I ſaw, that “ Simplicity of intention, and purity of 
affection,“ one deſign in all we ſpeak or do, and one de- 

fire ruling all our tempers, are indeed “ the wings of 
the ſoul,” without which ſhe can never aſcend to the 

mount of God, 

4. A year or two after, Mr. Law's © Chriſtian Per- 
fection“ and Serious Call” were put into my hands, 
Theſe convinced me more than ever, of the abſolute 
impoſſibility of being half a Chriſtian. And I deter- 
mined, through his grace, (the abſolute neceſſity of 
which I was deeply ſenſible of) to be all- devoted to God, 
to give him all my ſoul, my body, and my ſubſtance. 

Will any conſiderate man ſay, that this is carrying 
matters 700 far? Or that any thing 4% is due to him, 
who has given himſelf for us, than to give him our- 
felves, all we have, and all we are? 

5. In the year 1729, I began not only to read, but 
to fully the bible, as the one, the only ſtandard of 
truth, and the only model of pure religion. Hence I 
ſaw, in a clearer and clearer hght, the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of having the mind which was in Chriſ, and of 
cvalking as Chrift alſo walked; even of having, not ſome 
pert only, but / the mind which was in him; and of 
walking as he walked, not only in mary or in moſt reſ- 
pets, but in a things. And this was the light, where- 
in at this time I generally conſidered religion, as an 2u1- 
form following of Chriſt, an entire inward and outward 
conformity to our maſter, Nor was I afraid of any 
thing more, than of bedizg this rule to the experience 
of 'myſelf, or of other men; of allowing myſelf in any 
heel leaſt diſconformity to our grand exemplar. 

36. On January 1. 1733, I preached before the Uni- 
verſity, in St. Mary's church, on tbe circumciſion of the 
heart, an account of which I gave in theſe words, * It 
is that habitual diſpoſition of ſoul, which in the ſacred 
writings is termed holineſs, and which directly implies, 
the being cleanſed trom fin, from all filthineſs both of 
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fleſh and ſpirit, and, by conſequence, the being endu- 
ed with thoſe virtues, which were in Chriſt jeſus, the 
being io rexezved in the image of our mind, as to be per- 
fei as our Father in heaven is perfect.“ 
In the ſame ſermon I obſerved, ** Lowe 75 the fulfl- 
ling of the law, the end of the commandineut. It is nor 
only the firft and great command, but all the command- 
rents in one. Ihatſcercr things are juſl, whatſoever 
Hin are pure, if there be any virtue, i} there be any 
praiſe, they are all comprized in this one word, Love. 
In this is perte tion, and glory, and happineſs : the 
royal law of heaven and earih is this, Thor alt owe the 
Lord thy God <with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength, The one 
perfect good thall be your one ultimate end, One thing 
ſhall ye deſire for it's own ſake, the fruition of him who 
15 all in all, One happineſs ſhall ye propoſe to your 
fouls, even an union wich him that made them, the 
having felloryhip with the Faiher and the Sen, the being 
joined to the Lord in one ſpirits One dehiga ye are to 
purſue to the end of time, the enjoyment of God in 
time and in eternity. Deſire other things ſo far as they 
tend to this: love the creature, as it leads to the Crea- 
tor. But in every ep you take, be this the glorious 
point that terminates your view. Let every affection, 
and thought, and word, and action, be ſubordinate to 
this. Whatever ye UJ-lire or fear, whatever ye ſeek or 
ſhun, whatever ye think, ſpeak, or do, be it in order 
to your happineſs in God, the fole end, as well as 
ſource of your 8 being.” 

I concluded in theſe words, „Here is the ſum of 
the perfect law, the circumciſion of the heart, Let the 
ſpirit return to God that gave it, with the whole 
train of it's afteftions. Other ſacrifices from us he 
would not, but the living ſacrifice of the heart hath he 
choſen. Let it be continually offered up to God through 
Chriſt, in flames of holy love. And let no creature 
be ſuffered to ſhare with him: for he is a jealous God. 
His throne will he not divide with another; he will 
reign without a rival. Be no deſign, no deſire admitted 
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there, but what has him for its ultimate object. This 
is the way wherein thoſe children of God once walked, 
who being dead ſtill ſpeak to us, ** Defire not to live 
but to praiſe his name; let all your thoughts, words 
and works tend to his glory,” Let your foul be filled 
with ſo entire a love to him, that you may love nothing 
but for his ſake,” „Have a pure intention of heart, a 
ſtedfaſt regard ro his glory in all your actions.“ For 
then, and not till then, is that mind in us, which was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, when in every motion of our heart, 
in every word ot our tongue, in every work of our hands 
we purſue nothing but in relation to him, and in ſubor- 
dination to his pleaſure :” When we too neither think, 
nor ſpeak, nor act, to fulfil our ovr will, Eut the awill of 
him that ſent us: When, whethcr we eat or drink, or 
avhatever abe do, we do it all to the glory of Gody.” 

It may be obſerved, this ſermon was compoſed the 
firſt of all my writings which have been publiſhed, 
This was the view of religion I then had, which even 
then I ſcrupled not to term perfedtion. This is the view 
IT hare of it now, without any material addition or di- 
minution. And what is there here, which any man 
of underſtanding, who believes the Bible, can object to? 
What can he deny, without flatly contradicting the ſcrip- 
ture? What retrench without taking from the word of 
God? | 
7. In the ſame ſentiment did my brother and I re- 
main, (with all thoſe young gentlemen in deriſion term- 
ed Methodiſis) till we embarked for America, in the 
latter end of 1735. It was the next year, while I was 
at Savannah, that I wrote the tollowing lines : 


Is there a thing beneath the ſun, 

That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 
Ah tear it thence, and eien alone! 

The Lord of every motion there ! 


In the beginning of the year 1738, as J was return- 
ing trom thence, the cry of my heart was, 


O grant 
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O grant that nothing in my ſoul 
May dwell but thy pure love alone /! 
O may thy love poſes me whole, 
y joy, my treaſure, and my crown ! 
Strange fires tar from my heart remove: 
My every ad, word, thought, be Lowe / 


I never heard that any one objected to this. And 
indeed who can object? Is not this the language, net 
only of every believer, but of every one that is truly 
awakened? But what have I wrote, to this day, which 
is either ſtronger or plainer ? 

8. In Auguſt following I had a long converſation 
with Arvin Gradin,, in Germany, After he had given 
me an account of his experience, I deſired him to give 
me in writing a definition of the full aſſurance of faith, 
which he did in the following words. 

„ Reques in ſanguine Chriſti; firma fiducia in Deum 
et perſuaſio de gratia divina: tranquillitas mentis ſum- 
ma, atque ſerenitas & Pax, cum ab/entia omnis deſiderii 
carnalis, & ceſſatione peccatorum etiam internorum, 

Repoſt in the blood of Chriſi a firm confidence in God 
an perſuafion of his favour : the highef? tranquillity, ſerini- 
ty, end peace of mind, with a deliverance from eve: y fleſh» 
ly defire, and a ceſſation of all, even inward fins, 

This was the firſt account I ever heard from any He- 
ing man, of what I had before learned myſelf from the 
oracles of God, and had been praying ſor (with the 
little company of my friends) and expecting for ſeve- 
ral years. 

9. In 1739, my brother and I publiſhed a volume 
of ** hymns and ſacred poems.” In many of theſe we 
declared our ſentiments {trongly and explicitly, 

So p. 24. Turn the full ſtream of nature's ride ; 


Let all our actions tend 
To thee, their ſource; thy love the guide, 
Thy glory be the end. | 


Earth then a ſcale to heaven ſhall be: 

Senſe ſhall point out the road: 

The creatures all ſhall lead to thee, 
And all we taſte be God, 
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Again, Lord, arm me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since I am call'd by thy great name: 
In thee my wand'ring thoughts unite, 
Of all my works be thou the aim: 
Thy love attend me all my days, | 
And my /ole buſine/s be thy praiſe, p. 122. 


Again. Eager for thee I aſk and pant, 
So ſtrong the prineiple divine 
Carries me out with ſweet conſtraint, 
Till all ny hallow'd foul be thine ; 
Plung'd in the Godhead's deepeſt ſea, 
And loſt in thine immenſity! p- 125. 


Oauce more. Heavenly Adam, life divine, 
Change my nature into thine, 
Move and ſpread throughout my ſoul, 
Aeluate and fill the aubole. e 383 


It would beeaſy to cite many more paſſages, to the 
ſame effect. But theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, beyond 
contradiction, what our ſentiments then were. 

10. The firſt tract I ever wrote expreſſly on this ſub- 
jet, was publiſhed in the latter end of this year. That 
none might be prejudiced before they read it, I gave it 
the indifferent title of The Character of a Methodiſt,” 
In this I deſcribed à perfect Chriſtian, placing in the 
front, Not as though I had already attained, Part of it 
I tubjoin, without any alteration. | 

„% A Mthod'# is one, who loves the Lord his God 
with all his heart, with all his foul, with all his mind, 


and with all his itrength. God is the joy of his heart, 


andthe defire of his ſoul, which is continually crying 
out, Mom have 1 in heaven but thee; and there is none 
upon earth, <vhom I defire but thee, My God and wy all ! 
Thou art the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever.” He is therefore happy in God, yea, always 
happy, as having in him a well of water ſpringing up 
into eyerlaſting life, and overflowing his ſoul with 
peace and joy. Perſe? love having now caft out fear, 
he rejorces.evermore. Yea, his joy is full, and all his 


bones cry out, Bd be the God and Father of cur Lord 
* | Teſts 
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„ 
Feſus Chriſt, who, according to Nis abunidaut mercy, hath 
begotten nic again unto a living hope of an inher tance ils - 
corruptible and undefiled, refe ved is heaven for me, 

« And he, who hath this e, thus f immorta= 
lity, in every thing giveth thanks, as knowing that this 
(whatſoever it is) 7s the aui of God in C, Ne con- 
ctraing him. From him thereto! re he cheartully receives 
all, ſaying, Good is the will of the Lord: and whether 
he giveth or taketh away, equally H the name of the 
Lord. Whether in eaſe or pain, whether in ſickneſs or 
health, whether in life or deaih, he giveth thanks from 
the ground of the heart, to 8 who orders it for 
good; into whoſe hands he hath wholly committed h's. 
body and foul, as into the bands of a faithful Creator 
He is therefore anx1ouſly careful for noth; ng, as having 
caft all his care on him that careth for him, and i all - 
things reſting on him, after making his regurfl kaown to: 
him with thankſeiving. 

& For indeed he prays wvithout ccaſing: at all times 
the language of his heart is this, © VUato thee is my 
mouth, though without a voice, and my ſilence ſpenk- 
eth unto thee.” His heart is lifted up to God at 11 
time, and in all places. In this he is never hindered, 
much leſs interrupted, by any perſon er thing. In te- 
tirement or company, in leiſüre, buſineſs. or converſa- 
tion, his heart is ever with the Lord. Whether he lie 
down, or riſe up, God is in all bis thorghts ; he dual 
auith God continually, having the loving eve of his foul 
ſixt on him, and every wheie g ing him that is in Di/ibles 

„% And loviag God, he loves his neighbour as . ane; 
he loves every man as his own ſoul, He loves his ence - 
mies, yea, and the enemies of God. And if it be not 
in his power to ao good to them that hate him, yet he - 
ceaſes not to pray for them, though they fporn his love, 
and ſtill deſpitefutly uſe hi 5 aud fe rlecut? u 

«© For he-w pure in heart. Love Has Fel his 
heart from envy, malice, wraih, and every unkipd tem- 
per. It has cleanſed him fron pride, Whereot 9. aly con- 


eth coutenlion: and be hath Bow Be * Foauels of mercies, 
Wndneſs, humblenef* of mind, nt. Nut , long-fiffering. Ard 
indeed all post. le grout. a [Or contention, on his part, 
is cut off, For nonc cah rake from him whit he defires, 
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Seeing he loge, not the avorld, nor any of the things of the 
avorid ; But all his defire is unto God, and to the remems 
brance of his name. 

6 Agrceable to this his one deſire, is the one deſign 
of his life, nameiy, To do not bis own awwil/, but the 
will of him that ſeat Him, His one intention at all 
times and in all places is, not io pleaſe himſelf, but him 
whom his ſoul loverh, He hath a ſingle exe. And 
becauſe his ge isi e, his whole body is full of light. The 
evbole i Lg, as when the bright ſhining of a candle doth 
ealighten the houſe. God reigns alone: all that is in the 
ſoul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is not a motion in 
his heart but 1s according to his will. Every thought 
that ariſes points to him, and is in oved.ence to the latu 
of Chrift. 

And the tree is known by its fruits. For as he 
loves God, f he keeps his commandmens; not only ſome, 
or na of them, but All, from the leaſt to the greateſt. 
He is not content to Keep the <rhole law and offend in one 
poiut, but has in all points @ conſcience moid of offence, 
towards God and towards man, Whatever God has for- 
b dden he avoids, whatever God has enjoined he does. 
He: runs the way of God's commandments, now he hath et 
his Hart a! liherty, It is his glory and joy io to do: 
It is his da ly crown of rejoicing, to do the «vill of God 
on earth, as it is done in heaven, 

% All the commandments of God he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his might. For his obedience 
is in proportion to his love, the ſource from whence it 
fiovs. And therefore, loving God with ail his heart, 
he ſerves him with all his ſtrength. He continually pre- 

ſeats his foul and body a liwing ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God; enurely and without reſerve, devoting himſelf, 
all he has, all he is, to his glory. All the talents he 
has, he conſtantly employs according to his maſter's 
will; every power and tzcul:y of his ſoul, every mem- 
ber of his bo ly. 

*« By conſequence, whaiſorver he doth, it is all to the. 
glory of God, In all his employments ot every kind, he 
not only aims at this, (which is implied in having a 
ſingle eye) but actually aztazns it. His buſineſs and his 
1cireſhments, as well as his prayers, all ſerve to this 
great end. Whether he / in the houſe, or ⁊valſ by the 
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coay; Whether he lie down, or rife up, he is promoting 
in all he ſpeaks or does, the one bulineſs of his lite 
Whe her he put on his apparel, or labour, or ea: and 
drink, or divert hiinfelt trom too waſting labour, it all 
tends to advance the glory of God, by pe ce and good - 
will among men. His ohn in variable rule is this, % Ha 
foever ye do in word or dlecil, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God even the Father thre him. 
„Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at ali hinder his 
ranungthe race, wh.ch is fit before him. He canuot there- - 
tore lay up treaſures upon carib, no mote than he can take 
fire into his bolom. He cannot /prak , hs neigh» 
bour, any more than he can he either for God or man. 
He cannot utter an unkind word of any cue; tor los 
keeps the door of his lips. He cannot /þrat i avo3 => : 
70 corrupt counter ation ever comes out of Dis muuth; us is: 
all that is not good to the 170 of "ed! Hing, not fit to m1 


er grace t0 the hearers. But wvhatyy, wer 1h, gs are Fare 


whatſoever th u are loten, wha yoewer Hung are juſtly 
Agood repo t, he thinks, {peaks, and acts, adorning the 
4 Coſpel of Gi a our SAVICKY iu all . . : 

Thete are the very words, wherein I largety declared, 
for the fir time, my tentiments Oi Ciniiinun Pertection. 
And is it not eaſy to {ee, 1. hat this is the rery point, 
at which I aimed all along from the year 1725 -2. And 
more determinately from the year 17 30, when | beg in 
to be, hoh wnins libr, a man of one bock, Te: Zarcing 
none (comparatively) but the bible? Is it not caſy 10 
ſee, 2. That this is the very fame dot ine, which 1 
believe and tcach at this day; not adding one poin”, . 
either to that inward or out ward holineſs, Which IL mains: 
tained eight and thirty vea $ ago? And it is the fame, 
which, by the grace ot God, 1 have continued to teach 
from that time till now : as will appear to every impar- | 
tial perſon, from the extracts ſubjoined below. 

11. I do not know, that any.writer has made any 
objection againſt that tract, to this day. And for ſome 


time, 1 did not find much oppoiution upon the head, at. 


leaſt, not from ſerigus perſons But after a time, a 
cry aroſe; and (what a little ſurprized me) among re- 
ligious men, who athrmed, not that J ſtated ! erfection, 
wrong, but that there is zo P:r/:Hion on carth;“ 
A 0 Day, 
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nay, and fell vehemently on my brother and me, for 

aflirming the contrary, 'We ſcarce expected to rough 
an attack from theſe: eſpecially, as we were clear on 
juſtification by faith, and careiul to aſeribe the whole of 
filvation to the mere grace of God. But what woſt 
furprized us was, that we are ſaid to © diſhonour 
Chriſt,“ by uflerting, that he /aveth to the witermoſt 3 

by maintaining, he wi l reign in our hearts a/oze, and 
fubdue all things to himfelt ! E 

12. think it was in the latter end of the vear 1740, 
that I had a converfation with Dr. G, then Biſhop 
of London, at Whit hall, He aſked me what I meant 
by Perfefion. I told him without any diſguiſe or re- 
terre. When I ceaſed ſpeaking, he ſaid, ** Mr. Veh, if 
this be ul! you mean, publit} it to all the world. If any 
one the n can coniute what you ſay, he may hare fice 
leave.“ I anſweied, ** My Lord, I will, and accordin g- 
ly wrote and publiſhed the ſermon on Chr iſtian PerfeAion. 

In this I endeavoured to ſhew, ** r. In what ſenſe 
Chriſtians are not, 2. In what ſenſe they are perfect. 

I. In what ſenſe they are not. They are no, perfe 4 in 
knowledge, They are not free from ignorance, no, nor 
from miſt: rhe, We are no more to expect any att; 
man to be fall! —— than to be omniſcient. They: 
not tree from uitiee, ſuch as we. iKneis or 3 
ot underitang! ing, irreg: lar quickne.s or beavinefs of 
imagination. Se! in another kin dare, 1mprop riety of 
language, un2raceinineſs of pronunciation; to w hich 
one miglit aid a thoufand nameleſs defects, either in 
conrerfation er behaviour. From fouch infirmities as 
theie none are pericetly freed, till their ſpirit returns 
to Gut, Net! 1 r can u expect till then, to be wholly 

reed from fen ttian for the Jerwant 15 net avor'e h:s 

dr. But neitl er in this ſenſe is there any aue 
we ſecTion on earth. There is no pc:/7dHon of degrees, 
none which does not admit of a continual increaſe, 

IT. In what ſenſe then are they ger fi? Obſerve, 
we are not now ſpeaking of babes in Chriſt, but adult 
Cuarittians, But even babes in Chriſt are ſo far perfect 
as not to commit fin, This St. John affirms exprefily : 
and it cannot be diſproved by the examp!cs of the Old 

Teſtament, 


1313 
Teſtament. For what if the holieſt of the antient Jews, 
did ſometimes commit fin ? We cannot inter from heuce, 
that „ all Chriſtians do and muſt commit fin as long as 
they live.“ 

But does not the ſcripture fay, Au man ſinneth 
ſeven times a day? It does not. Indeed it ſays, 1 J 
man falleth ſewen times. But this is qu te anuther thing. 
For, firſt, the words, a day, ae nat in the text. Second- 
IV, here is no mention of fallizg into fin at all. What 
is here mentioned, is, falling i ato tomporal afiton. 

„% But elſewhere Solomon {vs 8. There 25 20 MA that 
finneth not. Doubtleſs thus it uns in the days of Solo- 
mon ; yea, and from Solomon to Chriit there was ther 
no man that ſinned not.“ But whatever was the caſe 
of thoſe under the law, we may ſafely affirm with St. 
John, that tince the £ 01 pel Was MT en, "that is bor u of- 


7 God fianeth not. 
The privileges of Chrilfiins ire in no wile to be 
meaſured, by what the Old Teiliament records concerns 
ing thoſe who were uuder the Feiw#h d! fpeniation x 
. ſeeing the fllt of tl int 1s NOW coin; the £1: 1 5 Gho/? is 
now giwen; the greac falvation of God is now brought 
to men by the revelation of J.. (Hi. The kingdom 
} of heaven is now ſet up cn carth, concerning. which 
: the {pint ot God declared ot old tune, (ſo far is Dau 
« from being the pattern or ſtandard of Chriſtian Periec- 
| tion) 20 that is feeble among them at that day ſhall be as 
Haw: TA aud the houſe of Davi J. "all be as the a 4 vel of the 


Lord b:fore them. Zech. xii. 8. 

6 But the apoſtles them-etres commuted fin, Peter 
by diffembling, Paul by his arp conte Nen with Darna- 
tas,” Supy ole they d. id, will vou argue thus: “ if two 
of the ap oliles once committed fin, then a'l RO (ri, 
tiaus in 4 ages, do and muſt commit fin as long as they 
live? Nay, God forhid we ſhould thus ſpeak, Nomne- 
ceſſiry of lin was laid upon them : the grace of God 
vas ſurely {ficient for them. And it is ſufficient fur 
| &s at this Gay. 

But St. Jus ſays, In mans (i, gs 200 offend all.“ True: 
but who are the perſons here Poken of? Why thoſe 
many ma//ers or teachers whom God had not ſent: 
not the apoſtle himſelf nor any real Chriſtian, Thar 

n 
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in the word zwe (uſed by a figure of ſpeech, common 
in all other, as well as the in \{pired writings) the apoſtle 
could not pollibly include himſelf, or any other true 
believer, appears, firit from the ninth verſe, Therewwith 
bleſs we God, ant therewith curſo we men. Surely not 
ave apuiles! Not <ve et crs , Secondly, from the 
words preceding the tex: ; My 6. ibi en, be not many 
maſters or teachers, knowing . we hall receive the greate 4 
condemnation, [For 1! many things bo offend all, We 

Who? Not the apoſtles por true believers,. but — 
who were to rec: the greater condemnation, 'becau ſe of 
thoſe many offznce-, Nay, thiidly, the verſe itſchf 
proves, that we ni cannot be fpoben either of all 
men, or of all Chriſt ans. For in it immelately fol- 
lows the mention ot a man who d, nut, as the ove 
firſt mentioned did: from whom therefore he is profeſ- 
ſedly contradiſting aimed, and pronounced a ferfeel nau. 

« But St. John hintelt favs, {Fave ſay that we habe 
10 fin, ate dictiti curjilives, And if ve ſay a have not 
finncd, <ve mate Hin a lar, and his word is net in ts.” 

I anſiver, 1. The .cnth verſe fixes the jeaſe of the 
eighth: et /ay <ve hate 10. fin in the former, being 
explained by / We /Aay aue have not fiuncd, in the latter 
verſe. 2. The point under conſideration is not, whether 
we hare or hase not ſinned heretofore: and neither 40 
thee verſes aflerre, that we do 1: un, Or Comm! nit fin not 
3. The ninth verſe explains both the eighth and tenth, 
aue confeſs our fins, he is fuitſiful aud juſt, to Jorg "ITO Or 
fins, and cleanſe ns from ail unrighteouſneſzs, As 11 he had 
ſaid, I have before affirmed, The blood of Chrift cleanſeth 
from all fu. And no man can ſay, 1 need it not; 1 
have no fin to be cleanſed from. I ave /ay, «ve Fave a 
fin, that <ve have wo! fiancd, aue deceir Fa onſulves, . 

make God a liar. But ue confeſs our fins, he is, failh- 
Jul and ju/?, not only to forgive %s our irs, but allo to 
cleanſe us fron ail unrichtrouſucs, that we may. go and /in 
uo more, In conto "rmity theretore both to the doctrine 
ot St. Fobn, and the whole tenor of the Ne Teila- 
ment, we fix this concluſion, A Chriſtian is fo far per- 
ect, as not to commit ſin, 


This 


To: by 


This is the glorious privilege of eve Chriſtian, yea, 
though he be but a babe in Chriſt, But it is only of 
grown Chriſtians it can be affirmed, they are in ſuch a 
tenle periect, as, ſecondly to be treed from evil thoughts 
and evil tempers. Firſt, from evil or finfu} thoughts. 
Indeed whence ſhould they ſpring? Ort of the heart of 
man, if at all, proceed evi! thoughts. It therefore the 
hea:t be no longer evil, then evii thoughts no longer pro- 
ceed out of it. For a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. 

And as they are jreed from evil thoughts, ſo likewiſe 
from evil tempers. Every one ol theſe can ſay with St. 
Paul, I am crucified with Chriſt ; nevertheleſs I live : yet 
not I, but Chriſt liuith in me; words that mantfeitly det- 
cribe a deliverance from inward, as well as from outward 
ſin. This is expreſſed both negatively, I live not, my 
evil nuute, the body of fin is dettroyea ; and poſitively, 
Chrift Iiveth in me, and therefore al that is holy, and 
Juſt, and good. Indced both theie, Ch 7/7 Liweth in me, 
and, J {ive not, are inteparably connected. For what 


* 


communion hath liz-ht with darkneis, or Chriſt with 
Belial ? 

He therefore, who liveth in theſe Chriſtians, hath 
prerificd their hearts by faith; inſomuch that every one, 
that has Chriſt in him, % hope of glory, prrifieth himſelf 
even as he is pure. He is puritied trom pride; for Chriſt 
was lowly in heart, He is pure from defire and felf- 
will; tor Chriſt defired only ro do the will of his Father. 
And he is pure from anger, in the common ſenſe of the 

vord; for Chriſt was meek and gentle. I lay, in the 
common ſenſe of the word: tor he is angry at fin, while 
he is grieved tor the finner. He feels a diſplaceney at 
every offence ayuinit God, but only tender compaſſion 
to the offender. 

Thus doth Jeſus ſave his people from their fins, not 
only from outward fins, but trom the fins of their 
hearts. True, ſay ſome, but not till death, not in 
this world.” Nay, St. John ſays, Herein is our lewe 
made perfect, that wwe may have boldneſs in the day of 
judgment, becauſe as he is, fo are «ve in this world. The 
apoſtle here, beyond all contradiction, ſpeaks of 3 
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ſelf and other living Chriſtians, of whom he flatly af- 
firms, that not only at or after death, but zz is world, 
they are as their maſter, 

Exactly agreeable to this are his words in the firſt 


chapter: Gods ligt, and in him is no darkneſs at all, 1f' 


eve walk in the li e, as he is in the light, d U hat felloru- 
Ship one with ber , and the blood of Fejus Chrift his Sen 
cteanſeth us from all fix. And again: { wwe confeſs our 
fins, he is fa: thful and; uf to forgice us our fins, aid to cleanſe 
1s from all uur. g Uteonſucſi. Now it is ey ident, the ap! 1 
tle here ſpeaks of a deliverance wrought in this world. 
For he faith not, The blood of Chriſt ul cl anſe (at the 
hour of death, or in the diy of judgment) but it 114/1/71/ 
at the time preſent, us living Cluifli.ns from a tir h d 
it is equally evident, that it any fin r-muin, we are not 
cleanſed from al! fin, It any unmightcouſl! efs ie nain in 
the ſoul, it is not elcanſcd from all unrig! htehufhet 
Neither Tet any fay, that this relates to juilific: ation on! 
or the cleanſing us from the guilt of fin; firtt, becun. E 
this is confounding together what the "Pp ite cl. early 
diſtinguiſhes, who mentions firſt, 7% forgive ws ow fonts 
and then, to cleanſe us from all unrighteo! uſneis'; fe- 
condly, becauſe this is aſſert! ug juſtification by works in 
the ſtrongeſt ſenſe poſſivle : it is making all inward, as 
well as all ourwarcl holinets, neceſlar ily previous to jute 
tification. For if the cleanfing here ſpoken of is no o- 
ther than the cleanſing us trom the guilt of fin, ben 
we are not cleanſed irom guilt, that is, not juNitied, uu 
leſs on condition of walking in the light as he is in the 
light. It remams.then, that Chriſtians are ſaved in this 
world from all fin, from all unrighteouſneſs: that they 
are now in ſuch a ſenſe perfect as not to commit lu, 
and to be freed from evil thoughts aud evil tempets. 

It could not be, but that a diſcourſe of this kind. 
which directly contradicted the favourite opinion ot 


many, who were eſteemed by others, and poſhbly e- 


tee mel themſelves ſome of the beſt of Chris 
whereas if theſe things were ſo, they were not Chis? 
$5203 at all) ſhould give no ſmall offence. Many an- 


ers or animadverſions therefore were expected; but I 
WAS. 
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was agreeably diſappointed. I do not know that any 
| appeared: fo I went quietly on my way. 

| | 13. Not long after, I think in the ſpring, 1741, we 
publiſhed a ſecond volume of hymns, As the doctrine 
was ſtill much miſunderſtood, and conſequently miſre- 
preſented, I judged it needſul to explain yet farther up- 
E the head, which was done in the ro Ao to it as fol- 
owWs : 
4 “ This great gift of God, the ſalvation of our fouls 
a is no other, than the image of God freſh ſtamped on our 
hearts. It is a rencval in the ſpirit of our minds, after the 
likeneſs of him that created them. God hath now laid the 
ax unto the root of the tree, purifying their hearts by faith. 
and “ cleanling all the thoughts of their hearts by the 
inſpiration of his holy ſpirit.” Having this hope, that 
they ſhall ſee God as he is, they prrify then ſelves even as 
he is pure, and are holy, as he that hath called them is holy, 
in all manner of converſation, Not that they lame already 
attained all that they ſhall attain, either are already (in 
this ſenſe) perfect. But they daily go oz from firength to 
Arength; beholding now, as in a glaſi, the glory of the 
Lord, they are changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
glory, by the ſpirit of the Lord. 
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4 „% And obere the =— of the Lord is, there is liberty, 
ſuch liberty, from the latu of fin and doth, as the chill. 
— dren of this world will not believe, tho' a man declare 


it unto them. The Son hath made them free who are thus 
born of Ged, from that great root of fin and bitterneſs, 
Pride. They feel that ad their /ufficiency is of God, 
that it is he alone who 2Zs 72 all their thoughts, and works 
eth in them both to <vill and to do of hs good pleaſure. 
They feel, that / 7s ut they that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of 
their father who /Srakrth in them, and that whatſoever 
is done by their hands, ze Father auho is in them, he 
doth the xvorks. So that God is to them all in all, and 
they are nothing in his ſight. They are freed from 
felf-awill, as detiring nothing but the holy, and per- 
tect will of God: not ſupplies in want, not“ eaſe 
in 
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* This is too firong. Our Lord himſelf deſired eaſe in pain. 
He aſked for it, only with reſignation: Net as [ will, I defire, bat 
at thou will, 
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in pain, not life, or death, or any creature, but con- 
tinually crying in their inmoſt ſoul, “Father, thy will 
be done.” They are freed from evil thoughts, ſo that 
they cannot enter into them, no, not for a moment. 
Aforetime, when an evil thought came in, they looked 
up, and it vaniſhed away. But now it does not come 
in, there being no room for this, in a foul which is 
Full of God. They are tree from avauderings in prayer. 
Whenſoever they pour out their hearts in a more imme- 
diate manner before God, they have *zo /hought of any 
thing paſt, oi abſent, or to come, but of God alone. 
In times paſt, they had wandering taoughts darted in, 
which yet fled away Uke ſmoke: but now that ſmoke 
does not riſe at all. They have no fear or doub?, either 
as to their ſtate in general, or as to any + particular ac- 
tion. The ron from the Holy One teacheth j them 
every hour, what they ſhall do, and what they ſhall 
ſpeak. Nor theretore hive they & any need to rea/or 
concerniug it. They ate iz one ſenſe treed from tempta» 
tions : for thougù numberteſs temptations fly about them, 
yet they {| trouble them not. At all times their ſouls 
are even and calm, their hearts are ſteadfaſt and un- 
moveable. Their peace, flowing as a river, paſſeth all 
wnder/ianding, and they reoice with joy unſpeakable and 
Full of glory, For ** they are ſealed by the ſpirit unto the 
day of redemption, having the witneſs in themſelves, that 
there is laid up for them a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord will give them in that day. 

Not that every one is a child of the devil, till he 
is thus renewed in love, On the contrary, whoever 
has „ a ſure confidence in God, that, thro' the merits 
of Chriſt, his fins are forgiven,” he is a child of God, 
and if he abide in him, an heir of all the promiſes. 

Neither 


* This is far too ſtrong. See that ſermon on YT andering Thaughts. 

+ Frequently this is the caſe ; but enly i @ time. 

} Fora time it may he fo; bat not always. 

Sometimes they have no need: at other times they have. 

|| Sometimes they do not: at other times they do, and that griev- 
ouſly. 

Not all who are ſaved from ſin: many of them have not at- 
tained it yet, 
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Neither ought he in any wiſe to caff away his confidence, | 


or to deny the faith he has received, becauſe it 1s weak, 
or becauſe it is tried <vith fire, fo that his ſoul is i hea- 
eines through manifold temptations. 

Neither dare we affi m, as ſome have done, that 
all this ſalvation is given at once, There is indeed an zu- 
flantaneous (as well as gradual) work of God in his chil- 
dren ; and there wants not, we know, a cloud of wit- 
neſſes, who have received, in one moment, either a 
clear tenſe of the torgivencls of their fins, or the abiding 
witneſs of the Holy Spit. But we do not know a ſin- 
ole inſtance, in any place, of a perſon's receiving, in 
one and the ſame moment, re miſſion of fins, the abiding 
witneſs of the ſpirit, and a new, a clean heart, 

„Indeed, how God z:ay work, we cannot tell: but 
the general manner, wherein he docs work, is this; 
thoſe, who once truited in themſelves, that they were 
righteous, that they were ich, and increaſed in goods, 
and had nerd of nothing, are, by the Spirit of God apply- 
ing his word, convinced that they are poor and naked. 
All the things that they have done, are brought to their 
reinembrance, and ſet in array before them, ſo that they 


ſee the wrath of God hanging over their heads, and- 


feel that they deſ-rve the damuation of hell. In their 


trouble they cry unto the Lord, and he ſhews them, 
that he hath taken away their ſins, and opens the king- 
dom of heaven in their hearts, rightconſncſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Sorrow and pain are fled a- 
way, and / has no more dom nion over them. Knowin 
they are Hife freely threugh faith in his blood, they 
have fra e with God threugh Jus Chriſt : they rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God, and the love of God ige abroad 
in iheir hats, . 

In this peace they remain for days, or weeks, or 
months, and commonly fuppoſe, they ſhall not know 
war any more; till ſome of their old enemies, their 
boſom fins, or the fin which 4/4 moſt eaſily beſet them, 
(perhaps anger or defire) aſſault them again, and thruſt 
ſore at them that they may fall, Then ariſes fear, that 
they ſhall not endure to the end, and often doubt, 
whether God has not forgotten them, or whether they 
did not deceive themſelves, in thinking their fins or 

Or- 
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forgiven, Under theſe clouds, eſpecially if they rea- 
fon with the devil, they go mourning all the day long, 
But it is ſeldom long before their Lord anfwe's or him- 
ſelf, ſending them the Holy Ghoſt to comfort them, to 
bear witneſs continually with their ſpirits, that they are 
the children of God. Then they are indeed meek and 
gentle and teachable, even as a little chiid, And now 
* firſt do they fee the ground of their heart, which God 
before would not diſcloſe vnto them, leit the ſoul ſhould 
fail before him, and the ſpirit which he had made. 
Now they ſe: all the hidden abominations there, the 
depths of pride: ſelf-will and hell: yer having the wit- 
nels in themſelves, ** Thou art an heir of God, a joint 
heir with Chriſt, even in the midſt of this fiery trial;“ 
which continually heightens both the ſtrong ſenſe they 
then have, of their inability to help themſelves, and the 
inexpreſſible hunger they feel ge. a full renewal in his 
image, in r/ghteouſurſ; and true boline;s. Then God is 
mindful of the defire of them that tear him, and gires 
them a ſingle eye, and a pure heart; he ſtamps upon 
them his own image and ſuperſcription : he createth 
them anew in Chriſt Jeſus: he cometh xnto them with 
his Son and bleſſed Spirit, and fixing his abode in their 
ſouls, bringeth them into the ret which remaineth for 
the people of God,” 

Here I cannot but remark, 1. That this is the 
ſtrongeſt account we ever gave of Chriſtian Perfection: 
indeed too ſtrong in more than one particular, as is ob- 
ſerved in the notes annexed ; 2. That there is nothing 
which we have ſince advanced upon the ſubject, either 
in verſe or proſe, which is not either directly or indi- 
rectly contained in this preface. So that whether our 
preſent doctrine be right or wrong, it is however the 
ſame which we taught trom the beginning. 

14. I need not give additional proofs of this, by 
multiplying quotations from the volume itſelf. It ma 
ſuffice, to cite part of one hymn only, the laſt in that 
volume. 


Lord, 


* Ts it not aſtoniſhing, that while this book is extant, which was 
publiſbed four and twenty vears ago, any one ſhould face me down, 
That this is a new doctrint and what I never taught before? 
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Lord, I believe a reſt remains 
To all thy people known, 

A reſt, where pure enjoyment reigns, 
And thou art lo alone : 


A reſt, where all our ſoul's defire 


Is fixt on things above : 


Where doubt, and pain, and fear expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 


From every evil motion freed 
(The ſon hath made us free) 

On all the powers of hell we tread by 
In glorious liberty. 


Safe in the way of lite, above 
Death, earth and hell we riſe : 

We find, when perfected in love, 
Our long-ſought Paradiſe. 


O that I now the reſt may know, 
Believe and enter in! 

Now, Saviour zoww, the power beſtow, 
And let me ceaſe from fin ! 


Remove this hardneſs from my heart, 
This nabelief remove : 

To me the reſt of faith impart, 
The ſabbath of thy love. 


Come, O my Sxviour, come away! 
Into my ſoul deſcend ! 

No longer from thy creature ſtay, 
My author and my end. 


The bliſs thou haſt for me prepar'd 
No longer be delay'd : 

Come, my exceeding great reward, 
For whom TI firſt was made. 


Come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And ſeal me thine abode ! 

Let all I am in thee be loſt ; 
Let all be loſt in God ! 


; Can any thing be more clear, than 1. That here 
* alſo is as vu and gh a ſalvation as we have ever ſpoken 
of? 2. That this is ſpoken of as receivable by mere 
2 Faith, and as hindered only by anbei? 3. That this 
8 faith, 
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Faith, and conſequently the ſalvation which it brings, is 
ſpoken of as given in an infant? 4. That it is ſuppoſed 
that inſtant may be zo: that we nced not ſtay another 
moment: that zozv, the very. ow, 7s the accepted time“ 
Now is the day of this full ſalvation ! And, laſtly, that, 
if any ſpeak otherwiſe, he is the perſon that brings ac 
Coctrine among us? 

15. About a year after, namely in the year 1742, 
we publiſhed another volume of hymns. The diſpute 
being now at the height, we ſpoke upon the head more 
largely than ever betore. Accordingly abundance of 


the hymns in this volume treat expreſsly on this ſubject, 


And ſo does the preface, which as it is ſhort, it may 
not be amiſs to inſert intire. 
„ 1, Perhaps the general prejudice againſt chriſtian 


Perfection, may chiefly ariſe from a miſapprehenſion of 


the nature of it, We willingly allow, and continually 
declare, there is uo ſuch perfection in this lite, as implies 
either a diſpenſation from doing good, and attending all 
the ordinances of God, cr a treedom trom ignorance, 
miſtake, temptation, anda thouſand infirmities nece ſſa- 
rily connected with fleſh and blood. 

6 2, Firſt, we not only allow, but earneſtly contend, 
that there is no Perfection in this lite, which implies 
any diſpenſation from attending all the ordinances of 
God, or from doing good unto all men while wwe have 
time, tho? eſpecially unto the houſtold of faith. We believe, 
thit not only the babes in Chriſt, who have newly 
found redemption in his blood, but thoſe alſo who are 
grown up into perfect men, are indiſpenſibly obliged, as 
often as they have opportunity, t eat bread and drink 
avinein remembrance of Him, and to ſearch the ſcriptures: by 
fafling, as well as temperance, to keep their bodies under, 
and bring them into ſubjeftion ; and above all, to pour out 
their ſouls in prayer, both ſecretly and in the great con- 
gregation. 

„ 3. We ſecondly believe, that there is no ſuch per- 
feclion in this life, as implies an entire deliverance, et- 
ther from ignorance, or miſtake, in things not eſſential 
to ſalvation, or from manifold temptarions, or from num- 
berleſs infirmities, wherewith the corruptible body more 
or leſs preſſes down the ſoul, We cannot find any 


ground in ſcripture to ſuppoſe, that any inhabitant of 
in 
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-an houſe of clay, is wholly exempt, either from bodily 
infirmities, or from ignorance of many things; or to 
imagine any is incapable of miſtake, or falling into di- 
vers temptations. 

4. But whom then do you mean by one that is perfect? 
We mean one in whom is the mind which was in Chriſt, 
and who ſo walketh as Chrift alſo avalked: a man that bath 
clean hands and a pure heart, or that is cleanſed fr om all 
filthineſs of Jieſh and ſpirit: one in whom 7s no occaſion of 
fiumbling, and who accordingly doth not commit fins To 
declare this a little more particularly: we underſtand by 
that ſcriptural expreſſion, à pee man, one in whom 
God hath fulfilled his faithful word, From all your filtha— 
weſs and from all your idols will I cleanſe you : I will alſo 
ſave you from all your uncleanneſſes. We underſtand here- 
by, one whom God hath /an&tified throughout, in body, 
foul and ſpirit : one who walketh in the light as he is inthe 
light, in whom is no darkneſs at all; the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt his ſon, having clean/ed him from all ſin, 

& 5. This man can now teltity to all mankind, 7 am 
crucified with Chrift : nevertheleſs I live : yet not I, but 
Chrift liveth in me. He is, holy as Gon who called him 
7s holy, both in heart and in all manner of converſation. 
He loweth the Lord his God <vith all his heart and ſerveth 
him 2th all his ftrength, He loveth his neighbour, every 
man, @s himjelf; yea, as Chrift loveth us: them in parti- 
cular, that e, uſe him and perſicute him, becauſe 
they know not the ſon neither the father, Indeed his ſoul is 
all love, filled with bowels of mercies, kindueſi, meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, long-/uffering. And his life agreeth thereto, 
tull of the work of faith, the patience of hope, the labour of 
love. And wwhatſovever he doth either in awword or deed, he 
doth it all in the name, in the love and power of the Lord 
Jeſus. In a word, he doth he will of God on earth, as 
t is done in heaven. 

„ 6, This it is to be a perfect man, to be /anfified 
throughout : even * to have a heart ſo all- flaming with 
the love of God, (to uſe archbiſhop T/her's words) as 
continually to offer up every thought, word and work, 
as a ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to God through _ 
Chriſt,” In every thought of our hearts, in every word 
of our tongues, in every work of our hands, to/herv forth his 


praiſe, 
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praiſe, who hath called us out of darkneſs into his maywellous 
light. O that we, and all who ſeek the Lord Jeſus in 
ſincerity, may thus be made perfect in one! 

This is the doctrine which we preached from the be- 
ginning, and which we preach this day. Indeed by 
viewing it in every point of light, and comparing it 
again and again, with the word of God on the one hand, 
and the experience of the children of God on the other, 
we ſaw farther into the nature and properties of Chriſti- 
an perfection. But ſtill there is no 2 at all, 
between our firſt and our laſt ſentiments. ur firſt 
conception of it was, It is to have the mind which was 
in Chrift, and to walk, as he walked: to have all the 
mind that {was in him, and always to walk as he walked. 
In other words, to be inwardly and outwardly devoted 
to God; all devoted in heart and life. And we have 
the ſame conception of it now, without either addition 
or diminution. 6 

16. The hymns concerning it in this volume are too 
numerous to tranſcribe, I ſhall only cite a part of _ 
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P. 80. Saviour, from fin I wait to prove * 
That Jeſus is thy healing name: 5 

To loſe, when perfected in love, ; 
Whate'er I have, or can, oram : A 


I ſtay me on thy faithful word, 
The ſervant ſhall be as his Lord. 


Anſwer that gracious end in me 
For which thy precious life was giv'n : 
Redeem from all iniquity, 
Reſtore and make me meet for heaven, 
Unleſs thou purge my every Hain, + 
Thy ſuftering and my faith is vain, 14 


Didſt thou not die, that J might live. 5 
No longer to myſelf but Thee? 2 
Might body, foul, and ſpirit give : 
To him who gave himſelf for me? 
Come then my maſter and my God, 
Take the dear purchaſe of thy blood, 
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Thy own peculiar ſervant claim, 
For thy own truth and mercy's ſake : 
Hallow in me thy glorious name : 
Me for thine own this moment take; 
And change and hrovghly purify : 
Thine only may I live and die, 
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P. 258. Choſe from the world if now I ſtand, 


Adorn'd with righteouſneſs divine; 
If brought into the promis'd land 
I juſtly call the Saviour mine: 


The ſanctifying ſpirit pour 


To quench my thirſt and waſh me clean; 
Now, Saviour, let the gracious ſhower 
; Deſcend and make me pure from ſin. 
$4 Purge me from every /inful Blot ; 


4 My idols all be caſt aſide: 
Cleanſe me from evcry evil thought, 

$ From all the filth of ſelf _ pride. 

J The hatred of the earnal mind 

1 Out of my fleſh at once remove: 


2 Give me a tender heart, reſign'd, 
> And pure, and full of faith and love, 
O that I now from fin releas'd, 
Thy word might to the utmoſt prove: 
Enter into thy promis'd reſt ! 
The Canaan of thy perſect love | 
Now let me gain perfection's height ! 1 
Now let me into nothing fall; | 
Be leſs than nothing in my tight, 
And feel that Chriſt is all in all, 


5. 298. Lord, I believe, thy work of grace 
= Is perfect in the ſoul : 
His heart is pure who ſees thy face, 
His ſpirit is made whole. 


From every /ickneſs by thy word, 
From erery foul diſeaſe, 

; Sav'd, and to perfect health reſtor'd, 

by ” To perfect . 


3 


- _— —  _—_—_ 


* ( 26 ) 


He walks in glorious liberty, 
To lin entirely dead: 

The Truth, the Son hath made him free, 
And he 1s free indeed, 


Throughout his ſoul thy glories ſhine, 
His foul is all renexw'd, 

And deck'd in righteouſneſs divine, 
And cloath'd and #1Pd auith God. 


This 1s the reſt, the life, the peace, 
Which all thy people prove, 

Love is the bond of perfectneſs, 
And all their foul is love. 


O joyful ſound of goſpel- grace! 
Chriſt ſhall in me appear; 

J, ev'n I ſhall ſee his face, 
I ſhall be holy here / 


He viſits now the houſe of clay, 
He ſhakes his future home; — 

O would'it thou, Lord, on this glad day 
Into thy temple come ! 


Come, O my God, thyſelf reveal, 
Fiil all this mighty void; 

Thou only canſt my ſpirit fill; 
Come, O my God, my God! 

Fulfil, tu!fil my large deſires, 
Large as infinity ! 

Give, give me all my ſoul requires, 
All, all that is in thee ! 


17. On Monday, June 25, 1744, our firſt confer- 
ence began, fix clergymen, and all our preachers being 
preſent. The next morning we ſeriouſly conſidered 
the doctrine of Sanctiſication or Perfection. The queſ- 
tions aſked concerning it, and the ſubſtance of the an- 
ſwers given, were as follows. 

2, What is it to be /anu&4ifed ? 

A. To be renewed in the image of God, in rightcouſ+ 
nf and true Holingſi. 

2. What is implied in being a pere Chriſtian ? 

A. The loving God with all our heart, and mind, 
and foul, Deul. vi. 5. A. Does 
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9. Does this imply, that all zzwward fin 18 taken away? 

A. Undoubtedly : or how can we be ſaid to be ſaved 
from all our uncleanneſs Ezek. 36. 

Our ſecond conference began Aug. 1. 1745, The 
next morning we ſpoke of Sanctification as follows. 

2. When does inward ſanctification begin? 

A. In the moment a man is juſtified. Yet fin re- 
mains in him, yea, the ſced of fin, till he is /anfied 
throughout. From that time a believer gradually dies 
to fin, and grows in grace. 

9, Is this ordinarily given till a little before death ? 

A. It is not to thoſe, who expect it no ſooner, 

2. But may we expect it ſouner ? 

A. Why not? For although we grant, t. That the 
generality of believers, whom we have hitherto known, 
were not ſo ſanctified till near death: 2. That few of 
thoſe, to whom St. Paul wrote his epiſtles, were ſo at 
that time: nor 3. He himſelf at the time of his writ- 
ing his former epiſtles: yet all this does not prove, 
that we may not be ſo to-day. 

9, In what manner ſhould we preach ſanctification? 

A. Scarce at all to thoſe, who are not prefling for- 
ward: to thoſe who are, always by way of promiſe ; 
always drawing, rather than driving. 

Our third conference began Tueſday, AMA 26, 1746. 

In this we carefully read over the minutes ot the two 
preceding couterences, to obſerve whether any thing 
contained therein might be 1etrenched or altered on 
more mature conlideration. But we did not fee cauſe 
to alter in any reſpect, what we had agreed upon before. 

Our fourth conierence began on Tueſday, June the 
16th, 1747. As feveral perſons were preſent, who did 
not believe the doctrine of perfection, we agreed to ex- 
amine it from the foundation, 

In order to this, it was aſked, 

© How much is allowed by our brethren, who differ 
from us, with regard to entire ſanctification?“ 

A. They grant, 1. That every one muſt be entirely 
ſanctified ia the article of death: 2. That till then a 
belicver daily grows in grace, comes nearer and nearer 
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to perfection: 5. That we ought to be continually 
preſſing after it, and to exhort all others ſo to do, 

2, What do we allow them? 

A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who have died 
in the faith, yea, the greater part of thoſe we have 
known, were not perficled in love, till a little before 
their death: 2. That the term /an#:Zed, is continually 
applied by St. Paul, to all that were juſtified : 3. That 
by this term alone, he rarely, if ever, means, “Saved 
from all fin:” 4 That conſequently it is not proper to 
uſe it in that ſenſe, without adding the 1 «wholly, 
entirely, or the like: 5. That the inſpired writers almoſt 
continually ſpeak of or to thoſe who were juſtified, but 
very rarely of or to thoſe who were wholly ſanctified 7: 
6. That conſequently it behoves us to ſpeak almoſt 
continually of the ſtate of juſtification ; but more rarely, 
6 at leaſt || in full and explicit terms, concerning en- 
tire ſanctification.“ 

2: What then is the point where we divide? 

A. It is this: thould we expect to be ſaved from all 
fu before the article of death? 

2. Is there any clear ſcripture-promi/e of this, That 
God will ſave us from all ſiu. 

A. There is. Palm cxxx, 8. He. ſball redeem Hrael 
from all his fins. 

This is more largely expreſt in the prophecy of Ezr- 
KIEL; Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
Jhall be clean: from all your filthine/s and from all your 
i ul vill 1 cleanſe ho -I will alſo ſave you from all your 
uncleanneſſes, chap. xxxvi. ver. 25, 29. No promiſe 
can be more clear. And to this the apoſtle plainly re- 
ters in that exhortation, Having theſe promiſes, let us 
cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 1 
ing holineſs in the ftar of God, 2 Cor. Vil. I. qually 
clear and exprets is that antient promiſe, T he Lord thy 
God will circumciſe thy heart and the heart of thy feed, to 
lowe the Lord thy God wits ail thy heart and with all 
thy foul, Deut. xxx, 6, | 

2. 


+ That is, unto thoſe alone, exclufive of others: but they ſpeak 
to them, jointly with others almoſt continually, 


More rarely I allow ; but yet in ſome places very frequently, 
frongly, and explicitly. 
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2. But does any aſſertion anſwerable to this, oocur 
in the New Teſtament ? | 


A. There does, and that laid down in the plaineſt 
terms. So 1 John, wm. 8, For this purpoſe the Son of God 


das manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works of the devil : 


the wworks of the dewil, without any limitation cr reſtriction 
but all fin is tbe avork of the dewil, Parallel to which is 
the aſſertion of St. Paul, Eph. v. 25. 27. Chrift loved 
the church and gave himſelf for it, —that he might preſent it 
to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or 
any ſuch thing, but that it might be holy and without blemiſh. 

And to the ſame effect is his aſſertion in the eighth 
of the Romans, Ver. 3, 4. God ſent his Son—that the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, <who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 

2. Does the New Teſtament afford any farther 
ground for expecting to be ſaved from all /iz ? 

A. Undoubtadly it does, both in thole prayers and 
commands, Which are equivalent to the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſertions. 

2, What prayers do you mean? 

A, Prayers for entire ſanctification, which, were 
there no ſuch thing, would be mere mockery of God, 
Such in particular are, 1. Deliver us from evil, Now 
when this is done, when we are delivered from all evil, 
there can be no fin remaining. 2. Neither pray I for 
theſe alone, but for them allo who ſhall believe on me thro? 
their word : that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us: 41 in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfeft in one, 
John xvii. ver. 20, 21, 23. 3. { bow my knees unto the 
God and Father of our Lord Fejus Chriſt, —that he avould 
grant you that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, aud to know the love of 
Chrift which paſſeth knowledge. That ye may be filled with 
all the fulneſs of God, Eph. iii. 14, &c. 4. The very God 
of peace ſanflify you wholly, And I pray God, your whole 

Spirit, ſoul and body, may be preſerved blameleſs, unto the 
coming of our Lord Feſns Chriſt, 1 Theſs. v. 23. 
2, What command is there to the fame effect ? 
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A. t. Be ye petſecs, as your Father who is in heaven 1d 
perfect, Matt. v. 48. 2. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
avith all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy 
mind, Matt. xxii. 37. But if the love of God fill all 
the heart, there can be no fin there. 
Z. But how does it appear, that this is to be done 
betore the article of death ? 
A. 1, From the very nature of a command, which is 
not given to the dead but to the living, Therefore 
thou ſhalt love God -vith all thy heart cannot mean, Thou 
ſhalt do this when thov dieſt, but while thou liveſt. 
2. From expreſs texts of ſcripture. 1. Ye grace of 
God that bringeth fakvation hath appeared to all nen; teach- 


eve /pould live ſoocrly, righteon/ly, and godly in this preſent 
avorld: looliis for the gloricus appearing of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, <vho game himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
From all iniquity, and purify unto bim/tlf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, Tit. ii. 11—14. 2. He hath raiſed 
uþ an horn of ſalvation for ns—to perform the mercy pro- 
miſed to our fathers; the oath which he fware to our father 
Abraham, that he would grant unto us, that awe being de- 
livered out of the hands of our enemies, ſhould ſerve him 
avithout fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all 
the days of our life, Luke 1. ver. 62, &c. 

. ©, Is there any example in ſcripture of perſons who 
have attained to this? 

A. Yes, St. John, and all thoſe of whom he ſays, 
Herein is our love made perfect, that ve may hawe boldneſs 
in the day of judement, becauſe as he is, fo are we in this 
world, 1 John iv. 17. 

A. Can you ſhew one ſuch example now? Where is 
he that is thus perfect? 

4. To ſome that make this enquiry one might an— 
ſer, It I knew one here, I would not tell you: for you 
do not enquire out of love, You are like Herod, You 
only ſeck the young child to ſlay it. 

zut more directly we anſwer. There are many rea- 
ſons, why there ſhould be few, if any, 7ndi/putable ex- 
amples. What inconveniencies would this bring on 
the perſon himſelf, ſet as a mark for all to ſhoot at? 
And how unprofitable would it be to gainſayers? For 


if 


ing us, that having renounced ungodly and worldly Inffs, 
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if they hear not Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, neither world they be perſuaded tho* one roſe from 
the dead. | 


9. Are we not apt to have a ſecret diſtaſte to any who 
ſay they are ſaved from all fin ? 

A. Tis very poſſible we may, and that upon ſeveral 
grounds: partly from a concern for the good of ſouls, 
who may be hurt, 1f theſe are not what they profeſs : 
partly from a kind of implicit envy at thoſe who ſpeak 
of higher attainments than our own: and partly from 
our natural flowneſs and unreadineſs of heart, to be- 
liere the works of God, 

2, Why may we not continue in the joy of faith, 
till we are perfected in love? 

A. Why indeed ? Since holy grief does not quench 
this joy: fince even while we are are under the crols, 
while we deeply partake of the ſufferings of Chriit, we 
may rejoice with joy unſpeakable,” 

From theſe extracts it undeniably appears, not only 
what was mine and my brother's judgment, but what 
was the judgment of all the preachers in connexion with 
us, in the years 44, 45, 46, and 47. Nor do I remem- 
ber, that in any of theſe conferences we had one diſ- 
ſenting voice: but whatever doubts any one had when 
we met, they were all removed before we parted, 

18. In the year 1749 my brother printed two vo- 
lumes of Hymns and Sacred Poems,” As I did not 
Tee theſe before they were publiſhed, there were ſome 
things in them which I did not approve of. But J 
quite approved of the main of the hymns on this head; 
a few verſes of which are ſubjoined, 


Come, Lord, be-manifeſted here, 
And all the deviPs <vorts deſtroy ! 

Now, without fin, in me appear, 
And fill with everlaſting joy: 

Thy beatific face diſplay : 

Thy preſence is the perfect day, Jol. I. p. 203. 
Swift to my reſcue come, 
Thy own this moment ſeize! 

Gather my wandering ſpirit home, 
And keep in perfect peace, 
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Suffer'd no more to rove 
O'er all the earth abroad, 
Arreſt the priſoner of thy love, 
And ſhut me up in God ! p. 247» 


Thy pris'ners releaſe, vouchſafe us thy peace; 
And our ſorrows and fins in a moment ſhall ceaſe, 
That moment be now! Our petition allow, 
Our pre/ent redeemer and comforter thou! Vol. II. p. 
(124. 
From this inbred fin deliver: 
Let the yoke Vow be broke; 
Make me thine for ever. 


Partner of thy perfect nature, 
Let me be Now in thee 
A new finleſs creature. p. 156, 


Turn me, Lord, and turn me nu, 
To thy yoke my ſpirit bow : 

rant me now the pearl to find 
Of a meek and quiet mind. 


Calm, O calm my troubled breaſt ; 

Let me gain that ſecond reſt : 

From my works for ever ceaſe, 

Perfected in holineſs. p. 162. 


Come in this accepted Hour, 
Bring thy heavenly kingdom in! 
Fill us with thy glorious power 
Rooting out the ſeeds of ſin, p. 168. 


Come thou dear Lamb, for ſinners ſlain, 
Bring in the cleanſing flood : 

Apply, to waſh out every Pain, 
T hine efficacious blood, 


O let it fink into our ſoul 
Deep as the in-bred ſin : 
Make every wounded ſpirit whole, 
And every leper clean ! b. 177. 
Pris'ners 
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Pris'ners of hope ariſe 
And ſee your Lord appear! 
Lo! On the wings of love he flies, 
And brings redemption near, 


Redemption in his blood 
He calls you to receive : 
Come unto me, the pardning God: 
Believe, he cries, believe ! 


Jeſus to thee we look, 
Till ſav'd fran ſin's remains, 
Rejcct the in- bred tyrant's yoke, 
And caſt away his chains. 
Our nature ſhall no more 
. O'er us dominion have: 
j By faith we apprehend the power, 
l Which {hall tor ever ſave. f. 188. 
1 Jeſu, our life, in us appear, 
f 
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Who daily die thy death ; 
Reveal thyiclt the finiſher : 
Thy quick'ning ſpuit breathe ? 
-7 Untold the hidden mydery! 
X The ſecond vift apart ! 
Reveal thy glorious ſelf in me: 
In every waiting heart, p. 19 5: 
4 In Him we have peace, In Him we have power! 
B Preferv'd by his grace Throughout the dark hour. 
; In all our temptations, He keeps us to prove . 
His utmoſt falvation, His ſullneſs of love. = 
Pronounce the glad word, And bid us be free ! 
Ah, haſt thou not, Lord, A blefling for me: 
The peace thou-haſt giren /s moment impart, 
And open thy heaven, O Love, in my heart! þ, 324. 
A ſecond edition of theſe hymns was publiſhed in 
the year 1752: and that without anv other alteration, 
7 than that of a few literal miſtakes. 
k 1 have been the more large in theſe extracts, becauſe 
þ hence it appears, beyond all poſſibility of exception, 
that to this day, both my brother and J maintained, 
2, That Chriſtian Perfection is that love. of God and 
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our neighbour, which implies deliverance from all ſn: 
2. That this is received merely by faith; 3. That it is 
given in/iantancouſ/ly, in one moment : 4 That we are 
to expect it (not at death, but) chers moment; that 
297 is the accepted time, zorw is the day of this ſalva- 
tion. | 

19. At the conference in the year 17 59, perceiving 
ſome danger, that a diverſity of ſentiments ſhould in- 
ſenſibly ſteal in among us, we again largely conſidered 
this docttine. And ſoon after, I publiſhed + Thoughts 
on Chriſtian Perfection,“ prefaced with the following 
advertiſement : fn.” 

The following ract is by no means deſigned, to 
gratify the curiofity of any man. It is not intended to 
prove the doctrine at large, in oppofition to thoſe, who 
explode and ridicule it: no, nor to anſwer the numer— 
ous objections aganſt it, which may be raiſed even by 
ſeriͤ us men. All I intend here is, fimply to declare, 
what are my ſentüments on this head; what Chriſtian 
Perſection does, according to my apprehenſion, include, 
and what it does not; and to add a few practical ob- 
ſervation and directions, relative to the ſubject. 

As theſe thonghts were at firit thrown together by 
way of quettion and anſwer, I let them continue in the 
{ume form. — They arc juſt the ſame that I have enter- 
tained for above twenty years.“ 

% ©, What is Chriſtian Perfection ? 

A. The loving God with all our heart, mind, ſoul, 
and ſtreugth. This implies, that no wrong temper, 
none contrary to love, remains in the ſoul; and that 
all the thoughts, words, and actions, are governed by 
pufe love, | 

2, Do you affirm, that this perfection excludes all 
ihlirmities, igvorance, and miſtake ? 

A. I continually aftirm quite the contrary, and al- 
ways have done ſo. 

2, But how can every thought, word, and work, 
be governed by pure love, and the man be ſubject at 
the ſame time to ignorance and miſtake ? 

A. J ſce no contradiction here, A man may be 
filled with pure love, and ſtill be liable to miſtake.” 


Indeed I do not expect to be freed from actual miſtakes, 
: till 


r moon. —= oe» 


5 


till this mortal puts on immortality. I believe this to 
be a natural conſequence of the ſoul's dwelling in fleſh 

and blood. For we cannot now 24:4 at all, but by the 

mediation of thoſe bodily organs, which have ſuffered 

equally with the reſt of our frame. And hence we 

cannot avoid ſometimes thinking nvrongy till this corrups 

tible ſhall have put on incorruption. 

But we may carry this thought farther yet, A miſ- 
ake in judgment my poffibly occaſion a miſtake in 
practice. For iuſtance: Mr. De Rety's miltake, touch- 
ing the nature of mortification, arifing ſrom prejudice 
of education, occaſioned that practical miſtake, his 
wearing an iron girdle, And a thouſand ſuch inſtances 
there may be, even in thofe who are in the higheſt 
ſtate of grace, Yet, where cvery word and action 
ſprings from lore, ſuch a miſtake is not property a ,. 
However it cannot bear the rigour of God's juſtice, 
but needs the atoning blood. 

9. What was the judgment of all our brethren, who 
met at Bri//o! in Auguſt 1758, on this hend? 

A. It was exprevtted in theſe words: 1. Excry one 
may miſtake as long as he lives. 2. A miſtake in % 
nion may occaſion a millake in ri 3, very ſuch 
miitake is a tranſgreſſion of the perfect law. Therefore, 
4. Every ſuch miſtake, were it not for the blood of. 
atonement, would expoſe to eternal damnation. 5. It 
follows, that the moſt perfect. have continual need of 
the merits of Chriſt, even for their actual tranlgreſß- 
ons, and may ſay for themſelves, as. well as for their. 
brethren, Porgive us our trejbaſſcs, 

This eaſily accounts tor what might otherwiſe ſeem 
to be utterly. unaccount able: namely, that thoſe, who 
are not offended, when we ſpeak ot the higheſt degree 
of love, yer will not hear of living vit hout iu. The 
reaſon is, they know :iil men are liable to miſtake, and 
that in practice as well as in judgment. But they do 
not know, or do not eb:crve, that this is not fin, it 
love is the ſole principle of action. 

©, But till, if they live without ſin, docs not this 
exclude the neceſſity ot a mediator? At leaſt, is it not 
plain, that they ſtand no longer in need of Chritt in his 
ꝓrieſtly office ? 
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A. Far from it. None fee! their need of Chriſt like 
tireſe; none io entirely depend upon him. For Chriſt 
does not give lite to the ſoul ſeparate from, but in and 


with himſelf. Hence his words are equally true of all 


men, in whatſoever ſtate of grace they are, 4s the 


brancly cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine, 


no more can ye, except ye anide in me: without (or ſepa- 
rate from) e, ye can do nothing, 

In every ſtate we need Chriſt in the following reſ- 
pects: 1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a free oift 
from him. 2. We receive it as his purchaſe, merely 
in conſideration of the price he paid. 3. We have this 
grace not only from Chriſt, but in him. For our per- 
tection is not like that of a tree, which flouriſhes by the 
ſap derived from it's own root, but, as was ſaid before, 
like that of a branch, which, united to the vine, bears 
truit, but ſevered from it, is die up and withered. 4. 
All our bleſſings, temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, de- 
pend on his interceſſion for us, which is one branch of 
his prieſtly ofhce, whereof therefore we have always 
equal need. g. The beit of men ſtill need Chriſt in his 


- prieftly office, to atone for their omiſſions, their ſhort- 


comings, (as ſome not improperly ſpeak) their miſtakes 
in judgment and practice, and their defects of various 
kinds, For theſe are all deviations from the perfect law, 
and conſequently need an atonement, Yet that they 
are not properly ſins, we apprehend may appear from 
the words of St. Paul, He that loweth, have fulfilled the 
law ; for love is the fulſilling of the lazyu*, Now miſtakes, 
and whatever infirmities neceſſarily flow from the cor- 
ruptible ſtate of the body, are no way contrary to love, 
nor therefore in the ſ{cripture-ſen'e, /. 

To explain myſelf a little farther on this head. 1. Not 
only /in, properly ſo called, that is, a voluntary tranſgreſſion 
of a known law, but fin, improperly ſo called, that is, an 
involuntary tranſgrefſion of a divine law, known or un- 
known, needs the atoning blood. 2. I believe there is no 
ſuch perfection in this life, as excludes theſe involuntary 
tranſgretſions, which I apprehend to be naturally con- 
ſequent on the ignorance and miſtakes inſeparable from 


mortality, 3. Therefore fale/5 perfection is a phraſe 1 


never 
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never uſe, Teſt I mould ſeem to contradict myſelf, 4. I 


believe a perſon filled with the love of God, is ſtill lia- 
ble to theſe involuntary tranſgreſſions. 5. Such tranſ- 
greſſions you may call //zs, if you pleaſe : I do not, for 
the reaſons above-mentioned, | 

2. What advice would you give to thoſe that do, and 
thoſe that do not call them ſo? 

A. Let thoſe, that do not call them fas, never think 
that themſelves, or any other perſons, are in ſuch a 
ſtate, as that they can ſtand before infinite juſtice with- 
out a Mediator. This muſt argue either the deepeſt ig- 
norance, or the higheſt arrogance and preſumption. 

Let thoſe, who do call them fo, beware how they 
confound theſe defects with ius, properly ſo called, 

But how will they avoid it? How will thefe be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from thoſe, if they are al promiſcuoufly cal- 
led ins TI am much afraid, if we ſhould allow any fas 
to be conſiſtent with perfection, few would confine the 
idea to thoſe des, concerning which only the aſſertion 
could be true, 
9, But how can a liablenefs to miſtake: conſiſt with 
perfect love? Is not a perſon, who is perfected in 
love, every moment under it's influence? And can 
any miſtake flow trom pure love ? 

A, T anſwer, 1. Many miſtakes may co with pure 
love: 2. Some may accidentally Zozv from it, I mean, 
love itſelf may incline us to miſtake, The pure love 
of our neighbour, ſpringing from the love of God, 
thinketh no evil, believeth and hopeth all things, Now 
this very temper, unſuſpicious, ready to believe and 
hope the beſt of all men, may occaſion our thinking 
ſome men better than they really are. Here then is a 
maniteft miſtake, accidentally #92v/zg from pure love. 

2. How ſhall we avoid ſetting perfection too high or 
too low ? 

A. By keeping to the bible, and ſetting it juſt as 
high as the ſcripture dees. It is nothing higher and 
nothing lower thin this; the pure love of God and 
man ; the loving God with all our heart and ſoul, 
and our neighbour as ourſelves. It is love governing 
the heart and life, running through all our tempers, 
words, and actions. 

2. Suppoſe 


(38) 


9. Suppoſe one had attained to this, would you ad- 
viſehim to ſpeak of it ? 

A. At firit perhaps he would ſcarce be able to refrain, 
the fire would be ſo hot within him; his deſire to de- 
clare the loving-kindnels of the Lord, carrying him 


away like a torrent. But afterwards he might: and. 


then it would be advileable, not to ſpeak of it to them 
that know not God, Tis moit hkely, it would only 
provoke them to contradict and vlaſpneme; nor to 
others without ſome particular reaſon, without ſom 
good in view. And then he ſhould have efpccial wrong 
to avoid all appearance of boaſting, to ſpeak with the 
cepeit humility and reverence, giving all the glory ro 


God. 


But would it not be better, to be entirely filent ;. 


not to ſpeak ot it at all? 

A. By filence he might avoid many crofſes, which 
will naturally and neceflarity enſue, if he ſimply de clare, 
even ainong believers, what God has wrought in is 
ſou'. It therefore ſſuch an one were to confer ich theta 
and blood, he would be entirely lent. But this could 
not be Jone with a clear conſeience; for undoubtedly 
he ought to ſpeak. Mena Go not light a candle to put 
it under a buſhel; much icls does the all-wiſe God. 
He does not raiie fuch a monument of his 205 wer and 
love, to hide it from. all mankind, Rather be intends 
it as a gencral blefling, to thoſe who are ſimple ot 
heart. He de 208 thereby not barely the happinets of 
that individual perſon, but the animating and encou- 
raging others, to follow alter the fame ble ting. His 
will i Is, 7 that many ſha? fee it and rejoice, and pub their 
truſt in the Lord. Nur 46 any thing under heaven 
more quicken the detires of thoſe who are juſtified, than 
to converſe with thoſe whom they bulicve to have ex- 
perienced a ſtill higher ſalvation, This places that 
{alvation-full in their view, and increaſes their hunger 
and thirſt after it: an advantage which muſt have been 


entirely loſt, had the perſon fo ſaved buried himſelf in 


ſilence. 
2, But is there no way to prevent thoſe eroſſes, which 


uſually fall on thoſe who ſpeak of being thus ſaved ? 
A, It 
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J. It ſeems they cannot be prevented altogetlier, 
while ſo much of nature remains even in believers, 
But ſomething might be done, it the preacher in every 
place would 1. Talk freely with all who fpcak rhus :; 
and 2. Labour to prevent the unſuſt or unkind treat- 
ment of thoſe, in favour of whom there is reatonable 
proof. 

2, What is reaſonable proof? How may we certainly 
know one that is {aved from ail lin, 

A, We cannot 7»/a!l/i5y know one that is thus ſaved, 
(no, nor even one that is juſtified) unlels it ſhould pleaſe 
God to endow us with the miraculous diſcernment of 
ſpirits. But we apprehend theſe wouid be ſufficient 
proots to any reaſonable man, and tuch as would leave 
little room to doubt, either the truth or depth of the 
work: 1. It we hid clear evidence of his exemplary 
behaviour, for ſome time betote this ſuppoſed changes 
This would vive us realon to believe, he would not lie 
for God, but ſpeak neither more nor lefs than he felt : 
| 2. It he gare a diſtinét account ot the time and manner 
wherein the change was wrought, with found ſpeech 


. which could not be reproved: and 3. It it appeared 

thut all his ſubicyuent words and actions were holy and 
unblameavle, | 

( The ſhort of the matter is this: r. I have abundant 


reaſon to believe, this perſon will vot lie: 2. He teſti- 
hes fies before God, I icel no fin, but all love: I pray, 
rejoice, and give thanks without cealing : and I have as 
clear an inward witneſs, that I am tully renewed, as 
that I am juſtified.” Now uf I have nothing to oppoſe 
to this plain teltimony, I ovght in reaſon to believe it. 

It avails nothing to object, “„ Bur I know ſeveral 
things wherein he is quite miſtaken.” For it has been 
allowed, that all who are in the body, are liable to miſ- 
take: and that a miſtake in judgment may ſometimes 
occaſion a miſtake in practice: (tho* great care is to be 
taken that no ill uſe be made of this concefiicn.) For 
initance ; Even one that is pertected in love may miſ- 
take with regard to another perſon, and may think him, 
in a particular caſe, to be more or leſs faulty than he 
really is. And hence he may ſpeak to him with more 
or leſs ſeverity than the truth requires. And in ths 
l 1355 
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Tenſe (tho? that be not the primary meaning of St⸗ 
Fames) In many (hings we offind all, This therefore is 
no proof at all, that the peiſon ſo ſpeaking is not per- 
fect. 
But is it not a proof, if he is /arprized or fluttered 
by a noiſe, a fall, or ſome ſudden danger. 
A. It is not: for one may ſtart, tremble, change co- 


lour, or be otherwite difordered in body, while the 


ſoul is calmly ſtayed on God, and remains in perfect 
peace, Nay, the mind 1tielt may be deeply diſtreſt, 
may be exceeding ſorrowſul, may be perplext and 
weſs'd down by heavineſs and anguiſh, even to agony, 
while the heart cleaves to God by pet fect love, and the 
will is wholly reſigned to him. Was it not ſo with the 
Son of God himſelf? Does any child of man endure 
the diſtreſs, the anguiſh, the agony, which he ſuſtained ? 
And yet he 4zcav 10 fin. 
2. But can any one who has a pure hart, prefer 
pleafing to unpleating food? Or ule any pleaſure of 
ſenſe which is not ſtrictly neceſſary? If fo how do they 


differ from others? 


A. The difference between theſe and others in take 
ing pleaſant food, is, 1, They need none of theſe 
things to make them happy; for they have a ſpring of 
happineſs within. They ce and love God. Hence they 
rejoree evermore, and iu every thing give thanis, 2. They 


may /e them, but they do not /e them: z. 'They ule 
them Haringly, and not for the ſake of the thing itſelf. 


This being premiſed, we anſwer directly, ſuch an one 
may ufe pleaſing ſood, without the danger which attends 
thoſe who are not ſaved from fin. He may prefer it to 
unpleaſing, tho' equally wholeſome food, as a means of 


| Increaling thanbfulneſs, with a fingle eye to God, who 


giveth rs all things richly to exjoy : on the ſame principle, 
he may tmell to a flower, or cat a bunch of grapes, or 
take any other pleaſure which does not leſſen but in- 
creaſe his delight in God, "Therefore neither can we 
ſay, that one perfected in love would Be incapable of 
marriage, and of worldly buſineſs: if he were called 
thcreto, he would be more capable than ever; as being 
able to do all things without hurry or carefulneſs, with- 
out any diſtraction of ſpirits 3 
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9, But if two perfect chriſtians had children, how 
could they be born in fin, ſince there was none in the 
parents? 

A. It is a poſſible, but not a probable caſe : I doubt 
whether it ever was or ever will be, But waving this, 
I anſwer, fin is entailed upon me, not by immediate, 
generation, but by my firſt parent. In Adam all died: 
by the diſobedience of one, all men were made finners ; all 
men without exception who were in his loins, when 
he ate the forbidden fruit, 

We have a remarkable illuſtration of this in garden- 
ing. Grafts on a crab-ſtock bear excellent fruit, But 


| ſow the kernels of this fruit, and what will be the 


event? They produce as mere crabs as eyer were eaten. 

2, But what does the perfect one do more than 
others? More than common believers ? 

A. Perhaps nothing : ſo may the providence of God 
have hedged him in, by outward circumſtances. Per- 
haps not ſo much; tho' he defires and longs to ſend and 
be ſpent for God: at leaſt not externally : he neither 
ſpeaks ſo many words, nor does ſo many works. Ag 
neither did our Lord himſelf ſpeak ſo many words, or 
do ſo many, no nor ſo great works, as ſome of his apoſ- 
tles, (John xiv. 12.) But what then? This is no proof 
that he has not more grace: and þy this God meaſures 
the outward work. Hear ye him. Yerily / /ay unto you, 


= this poor wwidow has caſt in more than them all, Verily 
this poor man, with his few broken words, hith ſpoke 


more than them all. Verily this poor woman, that 
hath given a cup of cold water, hath done more than 


them all! O ceaſe to jzdge according to appearance, and 


learn to judge righteous judgment. 

2, But is not this a proof againſt him? 1 feel no 
power either in his words or prayer? 

A. Tt is not: for perhaps that is your own fault ? 
You are not likely to feel any power therein, if any of 


theſe hindrances lie in the way; 1. Your own deadu:ſs of 


# ſoul, The dead phariſees felt zo power even in his 


words, who Hale as never man ſpate : 2. The gulli of 


| Tome unrepented fin, lying upon the conſcience: 3. 


Prejudice toward him of any kind: 4. Your not Leliew- 

date to be attainable, wherein he profeſſes to 

en WL be: 
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be: 5. Ungodline/; to think or own he has attained it: 
6. Over-valuing or idolizing him: 7. Orer-valting your 
felF and your own judgment. If any of theſe is the 
caſe, what wonder is it, that you feel no power in any 
thing he ſays? But do not others feel it? If they do, 
your argument falls to the ground. And if they do 
not, do none of theſe hindrances lie in ther way too? 
You muſt be certain of this betore you can build any 
argument thereon, And even then your argument will 
prove no more, than that grace and gifts do not always 
go together. | | 

„ But he does not come up to my aida of a perfect 
chriſtian.” And perhaps no c1e ever did, or ever will. 
For yorr idlea may go beyond, or at leaſt b:/7e the ſcrip- 
tural account. It may include V½h,i⁴e than the bible in- 
cludes therein, or however /o:ethins which that does 
not include. Scripture perfection ie, pure love filling 
the heart and governing all the words and actions. If 
your idea includes any thing more or any thing %, it 
is not ſcriptural ; and then no wonder, that a fcriptu- 
rally-perte&t chriſtian does not come up to it. 

I fear many fumble on this ſtumbling- block. Ty 
include as many ingredients as they pleaſe, not accord» 
ing to ſcripture, but their own imagination, in their 
idea of one that 1s perfect; and then readily deny any 

*one to be ſuch, who does not anſwer that imaginary 
idea. 

The more care ſhould we take, to keep the ſimple, 
ſcriptural account continually in our eye. Pure love 
reigning alone in the heart and life, this is the whole 
of ſcriptural perfection. 

2, When may a perſon judge himſelf to have at- 
tained this ? 

A. When after having been fully convinced of mbred , 
fin, by a far deeper and clearer conviction, than that 1 
he experienced before juſtification, and after having k 
experienced a gradual mortification of it, he experiences 


- 


a 
a total death to ſin, and an entire renewal in the love, | 9 
and image of God, ſo as to rejoice evermore, to pray auitb- 2 
out ceaſing, and in every thing give thanks, Not that © to b 


feel all love and no ſin,” is a ſufficient proof. Several 
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have experienced this for a time, before their ſouls were 
fully renewed. None therefore ought to believe, that 
the work is done, till there is added the teſtimony of the 
ſpirit, witneſſing his entire ſanct: fication, as clearly as 
his juſtification. 

But whence is it, that ſome imagine they are 
thus ſanctified, when in reality they are not? 

A. It is hence: they do not judge by all the pre- 
ceding marks, but either by part of them, or by other's, 
that are ambiguous. But I know no inſtance of a per- 
ſon attending to them all, and yet deceived in this mat- 
ter. I believe, there can be none in the world. If a 
man be deeply and fully convinced, aſter juſtification, 
of inbred fin; if he then experience a gradual mortifi- 
cation of fin, and afterwards an entire renewal in the 
image of God: if to this change, immenſely greater 
than that wrought when he wos jultified, be added a clear 
direct witneſs of the rene al: 1 judge it as impoſſible 
this man ſhould be deceived herein, as that God ſhould 
lie. And if one whom I know to he a man of veracity, 
teſtify theſe things to me, I ought nut, without ſome 
ſufficient reaſon, to reject his teſtimony, 

2. Is this death to fin, and renewal in love, gradual 
or inſtantaneous ? 

A. A man may be dying for ſome time; yet he does 
not, properly ſpeaking, de, till the inftant the foul is 
ſeparated from the body: and in that inſtant he lives 
the lite of eternity, In like manner, he may be dying 
to ſen for ſome time: yet ac is not dead to fn, till ſin is 
ſeparated from his foul. And in that inſtant he lives 
the full life of love. And as the change undergone 
when the body dies, is of a different kind, and infinitely 
greater than any we had Known before, yea, ſuch as 
'till then it is impoſſible to conceive : ſo the change 
wrought when the ſoul dies to fin, is of a different 
kind, and infinitely greater than any before, and than 
any can conceive 'till he experiences it, Yet he ſtill 
grows in grace, in the knowledge of Chriſt, in the love 
and image of God: and will do fo, not only 'till death, 
but to all eternity. 

How are we to wait for this change? 
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A. Not in careleſs indifference, or indolent inactivity; 
but in vigorous, univerſal obedience, in a zealous keep- 
ing of all the commandments, in watchfulneſs and 
painfulneſs, in denying ourſelves and taking up our 
croſs daily; as well as in earneſt prayer and faſting, 
and a cloſe attendance on all the ordinances of God. 
And if any man dream of attaining it any other way, 
(yea or of keeping it, when it is attained, when he has 
received it even in the largeſt meaſure) he deceiveth 
his own ſoul. *Tis true we receive it by ſimple faith. 
But God does not, will not give that faith, unleſs we 
feck it with all dil;gence, in the way which he hath 
ordained, 

This confideration may ſitisfy thoſe who enquire, 
Why ſo few have received the bleſſing? Enquire, how 
many are ſeeking it in H And you have a ſuffi - 
cient anſwer, 

Prayer efpecially 1s wanting, Who continues infant 


therein? Who avre/tles xvith God ror this very thing ? 


So ye have not becarſe ye alk not: or becauſe ye aſk ami/c, 
namely, That vou may be renewed defore you dies? 
Before you die! Will that content you? Nay but aſk 
that it may be done zow / To-day ! While it is called 
to-day ! Do not call this “ ſetting God a time.“ Cer- 
tainly 79-day is his time as well as to-morrow. Make 
haſte man, make haſte! Ler 


Thy foul break out in ſtrong deſire 
The perfect bliſs to prove! 

Thy longing heart be all on fire 
To be diſſolv'd in love! 


. But may we continue in peace and joy, *till we 
are perfected in love? 

A. Certainly we may ; for the kingdom of God is 
not divided againſt itſelt. Therefore let not believers 
be diſcouraged, from rejoiciry in the Lord altuays. And 
yet we may be ſenſibly pained at the ſinful nature that 
ſtill remains in us. It is good for us to have a piercing 
ſenſe of this, and a vehement deſire to be delivered 
from it. But this ſhould only incite us, the more 
zealouſly to fly every moment to our ſtrong helper, the 

more 
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more earne ly to preſs forward to the mark, the prize of 
our High calling in Chrift Jeſus. And when the tenſe of 
our fin moſt abounds, the ſenſe of his love ſhould much 
more abound. ; 

2, How ſhould we treat thoſe who think they have 
attained ? 

A, Examine them candidly, and exhort them to pray 
fervently, that God would ſhew them all that 1s in 
their hearts. The moſt earneſt 2xhortations to abound 
in every grace, and the ſtrongeſt cautions to avoid all 
evil, are given throughout the New Teitament, to 
thoſe who are in the higheſt ſtate of grace. But this 
Mould be done with the utmoſt tendernets, and without 
any harſhneſs, ſteraneſs, or fourneis, We ſhould care- 
fully avoid the very appearance of anger, unkindneſs or 
contempt, Leave it to Satan thus to tempt, and to his 
children to cry out, Let ws exantine him with defpiteful- 


neſs and torture, that we may know his meet ne aud prove 


his patience, If they are faithful to the grace given, 
they are in no danger of periſhing thereby: no not if 
t hey remain in that miſlake, till their ſpirit is returning 
to God. 

9. But what hurt can it do to deal harſhly with them? 

A, Either they are miſtaken or they are not. If they 
are, it may deſtroy their fouls. This is nothing impot=- 
ble, no, nor improbable, It may ſo enrage or ſo diſ- 
courage them, that they will tink, and rite no more. If 
they are not miſtaken, it may grieve thoſe whom God 
has not grieved, and do much hurt unto our own fouls. 
For undoubtedly he that toucheth them, toucheth as it 
were the apple of God's eye. It they are indeed full 
of his ſpirit, to behave unkindly or contemptuouſly 
to them, is doing no little deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. 
Hereby likewiſe we feed and increaſ: in ourſelves 
evil ſurmiſing and many wrong tempers. 'To inſtance 
only one. What ſelf-ſufficiency is this, to ſet ourſelves 
up for inquiſitors-general, for peremptory judges in 
theſe deep things of God? Are we qualified for the 
office? Can we pronounce in all caſes, How far in- 
firmity reaches? What may, and what may not be re- 


ſolved into it? What may in all circumitances, and 


what may not, conſiſt with perfect love? Can wane | 
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ciſely determine, How it will influence the look, the 
geſture, the tone of voice? If we can, doubtleſs we are 
the men, and wiſdom ſhall die <with us. 
2. But if they are diſpleaſed at our not believing 
them, 1s not this a full proot againſt them ? mw 
A. According as that diſpleaſure is: if they are an- 


gry, it is a proof againſt them: if they are grieved, it 
is not. They ought to be grieved, if we diſbelieve aa 


real work of God, and thereby deprive ourſelves of the 
advantage we might nave received from it. And we 
may eaſily miſtake this grief for anger, as the outward 
'expreſhons of both are much alike, The TH 

A. But is it not well to fud out thoſe, who fancy they 
hare attained, when they have not ? 4 

A. It is well to do it by mild, loving examination, 
But it is not well to triumph even over theſe. It is ex- 
tremely wrong, if we ud ſuch an inſtance, to rejoice, 
as if we had found great ſpoils. Ought we not rather 
to grieve, to be deeply concerned, to let our eyes run 
down with tears? Here is one who /e-mecd to be a living 
proof of God's power to /ave to the utlermaſt, but alas! 
It is not as we hoped ! He is <vr7zhed in the balance and 

found wwnting ! And is this matter of joy? Ought we 
not to rejoice a thouſand times more, it we can find no- 
thing but pure love ? | 

% But he is deceived,” What then? It is a harmleſs 
miſtake, while he feels nothing but love in his heart. 
It is a miſtake which generally argues great grace, an 
high degree both of holineſs and hippineſs. This 
ſhould be a matter of real joy to all that are ſimple of 
heart: not the miſtake itſelf, but the height of grace 
which for a time occaſions it. I icjoice that the ſoul is 
always happy in Chriſt, always full of prayer and 
thankſgiving. I rejoice that he feels no unholy temper 
but the pure love of God continually. And I will re- 
Joice, if fin is /zſpended, till it is totally de/Froyed. 

2: Is there no danger then in a man's being thus 
deceived? 

A. Nat at the time that he feels no ſin, There was 
danger before, and there will be again, when he comes | 
into freſh trials. But ſo long as he teels nothing but love 
animating all his thoughts, and words and ane, he 

15 


1 


is in no danger: he is not only happy, but ſafe, under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty. And, for God's ſake, let 
him continue in that love as long as he can: mean 
time, you may do well, to warn him of the danger that 
abi be, if his love. grow cold and fin revive, even the 
danger of caſting away hope, and ſuppoſing, that, be- 
cauſe he hath not attained yet, theretore he never ſhall. 

2. But what if none have attained it yet? What 
if all, who think ſo are deceived ? 

A. Convince me of this, and I will preach it no 
more, But underitand me right: I do not build any 
doctrine on this or that perſon. This or any other man 
may be deceived, and I an: not moved, But if there 
are none made perfect yet, God has not ſent ze to 
preach perfection. 

Pur a parallel caſe, For many years I have preach- 
ed, There is a peace of God, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding.” Convince me, that this word has fallen 


to the ground, that in all theſe years none have attained 


this peace, that there 1s no living witneſs of it at this 
day, and I will preach it no more. 

O, but feveral perſons have died in that peace.“ 
Perhaps ſo: but I want Living witneſſes. I cannot in- 
deed be infallibly certain, that this or that perſon is a 
witneſs, But it I were certain there are none ſuch, I 
mult have done with this doctrine, 

„% You miſunderſtand me. I believe ſome, who died 
in this love, enjoyed it long before their death. But 1 
was not certain, that their former teitimony was true, 
till ſome hours before they died.“ 

You had not an 7falk3le certainty then. Anda rea- 
ſonable certainty you might have had before; ſuch a 
certainty, as might have quickened and comforted your 
own ſoul, and anſwered all other Chriſtian purpoſes. 
Such a certainty as this any candid perſon may have, 
ſuppoſe there be any living witneis, by talking one 
hour with that perſon in the love and fear of God, 

2, But what does it ſignity, whether any have at- 
tained it or no, ſeeing fo many ſcriptures witneſs for it? 

A, If I were convinced, that none in England had at- 
tained what has been ſo clearly and ſtrongly provenes 
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by ſuch a number of preachers, in ſo many places, and 
for ſo long a time ; I ſhould be clearly convinced, that 
we had all miſtaken the meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, 
And there fore for the time to come, I too muſt teach, 
that ** fin will remain till death.“ 

20. In the year 1762, there was a great increaſe of 
the word of God in Loudon, Many, who had hitherto 
cared for none of theſe things, were deeply convinced 
of their loſt eſtate, Many found redemption in the 
blood of Chriſt : not a few backfliders were healed. 
And a conſiderable number of perſons believed, that 
God, had ſaved them from all fr, Eaſily foreſeeing, 
that Satan would be endeavouring to ſow tares among 
the wheat, I took much pains to apprize them of the 
danger, particularly with regard to pride and enthufiaſme 
And while I ſtayed in town, I had reaſon to hope they 
continued both humble and ſober-minded, But almoſt 
as ſoon as I was gone, enthuſiaſm broke in. Two or 
three began to take their own imaginations for impreſ- 
fions from God, and thence to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould 
ac wer die, And theſe labouring to bring others into the 
ſame opinion, occaſioned much noiſe and confuſion. 
Soon after, the ſame perſons, with a few more, ran 
into other extravagancies, fancying they could not be 
tempted, that they ſhould feel no more pain, and that they 
had the gift of propbecy, and of diſcerning of ſhirits, At 
my return to London in autumn, ſome of them ſtood 
reproved; but others were got above inſtruction. Mean- 
time, a flood of reproach came upon ue almoſt trom 
every quarter: from themſelves, becauſe I was check- 
ing them on all occaſions ; and from others, ** becauſe, 
they ſaid, I did not check them.” However the hand 
of the Lord was not ſtayed, but more and more linners 
were convinced: while ſome were almoſt daily con- 
verted to God, and others enabled to love him <vith al! 
their heart. 

21. About this time, a friend at ſome diſtance from 
London wrote to me as follows: | 

“ Be not over alarmed, that Satan ſows tares among 
the wheat of Chriit! It ever has been ſo, eſpecially 
on any remarkable out- pouring of his Spirit; and ever 
will be ſo, till he is chained up for a thouſand Ns, 
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"Till then he will always ape, and endeavour to counter- 
a#t the work ot the ſpirit of Chriſt, 

© One melancholy effect of this has been, that a 
world, who is always afleep in the arms of the evil one, 
has ridiculed every work of the Holy Spirit, 

„ But what can real chriſtians do? Why, if they 
would act worthy of themſelves, they ſhould, 1. Pray 
that every deluded foul be delivered, 2, Endeavour to 
reclaim them in the ſpirit of meckneſs, and laſtly, Take 
the utmoſt care, both by prayer, and watchfulneſs, that 
the deluſion of others may not leſlen their zeal in ſeek- 
ing after that zxiver/at holing of foul, body, and ſpirit, 
evithout which no man ſhall ſie the Lord. 

„Indeed this compleat new creature is mere madneſs 
to a mad world. But it is notwithſtanding the ab and 
evi/dom of God, May we all ſeek after it! 

«© But ſome who maintain this doctrine in its full ex- 
tent, are too often guilty of limiting the Almighty, 
He diſpenſes his gifts juſt as he pleaſes : therefore it is 
neither *v//e nor mode? to aſtirm, That a perſon muſt be 
a believer for any length of time, before he is capable 
of receiving an high degree of the ſpirit of holineſ;. 

+ God's tſqual method is one thing, but his hre 
pleaſure is another. He has wiſe reaſons both for haſ- 
tening and retarding his work ; ſometimes he comes 
ſuddenly and unexpected; ſometimes not 'till we have 
Tong looked for him, | 

„Indeed it has been my opinion for many years, 
that one great cauſe why men make fo little improve» 
ment in the divine life, is their own colducſs, negligencey 
and unbelief. And yet I here ſpeak of believers, 

« May the ſpirit of Chriſt give us a right judgment 
in all things, and fill as with all the fullneſ5 of God, that 
ſo we may be perfedt and entire, wanting nothing. 

About the fame time, five or fix honeſt enthuſiaſts 
foretold the world was to end on the 28th of February, 
I immediately withſtood them, by every poſſible means, 


both in public and private, I preached exprefily upon 


the ſubject, both at * ef-Areet and Spirtlefields. I warned 
the ſociety, again and again, and ſpoke ſeverally to as 
many as I could: and I ſaw the fruit of my labour, 
They made exceeding few converts: I believe ſcarce 
thirty 


. 
4 


( 50) 


thirty in our whole ſociety, Nevertheleſs they made 
abundance of noiſe, gave huge occafion of offence to 
thoſe, who took care to improve to the uttermoſt every 
occaſion againſt me, and greatly increaſed both the num- 
ber and courage of thoſe, who oppoſed Chriſtian Per- 
fection. 

22, Some queſtions, now publiſhed by one of theſe, 
induced a plain man to write the following | 4 

+ Queries, humbly propoſed to thoſe who deny per- 
fection to be attainable in this life. 5 

1. Has there not been a larger meaſure of the Holy 
Spirit given under the goſpel, than under the Jewiſh 
diſpenſation ? It not, in what ſenſe was the ſpirit not giv- 
en before Chriſt was glorified ? John vii. 39. 

2. Was that glory <vbich followed the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
1 Pet. i. 11. an external glory, or an internal, viz. the 
glory of holineſs ? 'Z 

3. Has God any where in ſcripture commanded us 5 
more than he has proi/ed to us! 

4. Are the promiſes of God reſpecting holineſs, to 
be fulfilled 7 hig life, or only in the next ? * 

5. Is a Chriſtian under any other laws than thoſe, 
which God promiſes to <urzze in our hearts? Fer, xxxi. 
31, &c. Heb. viii. 10. 

6. In what ſenſe is the righteouſneſs of the laau fulfilled in 
thoſe, «vo walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ® 
Rom. vili. 4. 

7. Is it impoſſible for any one in this life, to /oveGodawith 
all his heart, and mind, and foul, and firength? And is the 
chriſtian under any law which is not fulfilled in this love? 

8. Does the fou!'s going out of the body effect its purifi- 
cation from indwelling fin ? 

9. It fo, is it not ſomething elfe, not ihe Blood of 
Chrift, «vhich cleanſeth it from all fin ? 

10. If his blood clean eth us from all fin, while the 
ſoul and body are united, is it not 27 this life ? 

11. If when that union ceaſes ; is it not in the nent? 
And is not this too late ? 

12. If in the article of death; what fituation is the 
foul in, when it is neither zz the body, nor out of it ? 

13. Has Chriſt any where taught us to pray for what 
he never defigns to give? | 


14. Has 


os | 


” 14. Has he not taught us to pray, Thy cuil be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven? And is it not done pertect- 
ly in heaven ? 

I 5. If ſo, has he not taught us to pray for Perfeclion 
on carth ? Does he not then deſign to give it ? 

16. Did not St. Paul pray according to the will of 
God, when he prayed that the The/alonians might be 
fanfified wholly, and preſerved (in this world, not the 
next, unleſs he was praying for the dead) blamele/ in 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, unto the coming of Feſus Chriſt ? 

- 17. Do you ſincerely dejire to be treed from indwel- 
ling fin in this life ? 

18, If you do, did not God give you that deſire ? 

19. If ſo, did he not give it you to mock you, ſince 
it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be tultilled ? 

7 5 20. If you have not ſincerity enough even to deſire 
j it, are you not diſputing about matters too high for 
3 you? 
21, Do you ever pray God to clean/e the thoughts of 
your heart, that you may perfectly love him? 

| 22, If you neither de/ire what you aſk, nor believe it 
1 attainable, pray you not as a fool pray eth? 

"A God help thee to conſider theſe queſtions calmly and 
impartially!“ | 

In the latter end of this year God called to him- 
ſelf that burning and ſhining light, Jane Cooper. As 
ſhe was both a living and a dying witneſs of Chriſtian 
Perfection, it will not be at all foreign to the ſubject 
to add a ſhort account of her death, with one of her own 
letters, containing a plain and artleſs relation of the 
manner wherein it pleaſed God to work that great change 
in her ſoul, : 

| May 2, 175 [» 

“I believe while memory remains in me, gratitude 
will continue. From the time you preached on Gat. v, 
5. I faw clearly the true ſtate of my ſoul. That ſer» 
mon deſcribed my heart, and what it wanted to be, 
truly happy. You read M. M——'s letter, and it de- 
ſcribed the religion which I deſired. From that time 
the prize appearcd in view, and I was enabled to fol- 
low hard afrer it. I was kept watching unto prayer, 
ſometimes in much diſtreſs, at other times in patient 
| | C2 expec. 
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expectation of the bleſſing. For ſome days before you 
left London, my foul was ſtayed on a promiſe I had ap- 
plied to me in prayer, The Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſudden- 
ty come to his temple, I believed he would, and that he 
would fit there as a refiner's fire. The Tueſday after 
ou went, I thought I could not fleep, unleſs he fulfil- 

d his word that night. I never knew as I did then 


the force of theſe words, Be till and know that I am God. 


I became nothing betore him, and enjoyed perfect calm- 
neſs in my foul, I knew not, whether he had deſtroyed 
my ſin; but I defired to know, that I might praiſe him. 
Yet I ſoon found the return of unbelief, and groaned, 
being burdened. On Wedneſday I went to London, and 
ſought the Lord without ceaſing. I promiſed, if he 
would fave me from ſin, I would praiſe him. I could 
part with all things ſo I might win Chriſt. But I 
tound all theſe pleas to be nothing worth, and that it he 
ſaved mc, it muſt be freely, for his own name's ſake. 
On Thurſday 1 was to much tempted, that I thought 
of deſtroying mylelt, or never converſing more with-the 


people of God. And yet I had no doubt of his par- 


doning love: but “ t'was worle than death my God 
to love, and not my God alone.” On Friday my diſ- 
treſs was deepened, I endeavoured to pray and could 
not. I went to Mrs, D. who prayed for me, and told 
me, it was the death of nature. I opened the bible on 
The fearful and unbelieving ſhall have their part in the 
lake <vhich burneth with fire and brimſione, I could not 
bear it. I opened again on Mark xvi. 6, 7. Be not af- 
frighted : ye ſeek Feſirs of Nazareth—Go your away ; tell his 
dijciples he gocth before you into Galilee : there ſhall ye ſee 
Him, I was encouraged and enabled to pray, believing 
I ſhould fee Jeſus at home. I returned that night and 
found Mrs, G. She prayed for me: and the predeſli- 
narian had no plea, but © Lord, thou art no reſpecter 
of perſons.” He proved he was not, by bleſſing ze, 1 
was In a moment enabled to lay hold on Jeſus Chriſt, 
and found ſalvation by fimple faith. He aſſured me, 
the Lord, the king was in the midit of me, and that I 
ſhould ſee evil no more. I now bleſſed him who had 
viſited and redeemed me, and was become my <vi/dom, 
righteouſneſs, ſantlification and redemption. I ſaw Jeſus 
altogether 
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altogether lovely, and knew he was mine in all his offi- 
ces. And, glory be to him! he now reigns in my 


heart without a rival. I find no will but his, 1 feel 
no pride; nor any affection but what is placed on him. 


I know, it is-by faith [ ſtand, and that watching unto 


prayer muſt be the guard of faith, I am happy in God 
this moment, and I believe for the next. I have often 
read the chapter you mention, (1 Cor. xiii.) and com- 


pared my heart and hte with it, In lo doing, I feel 


my ſhort-comings, and the need I have of the atoning 
blood. Yet I dare not ſay, I do not feel a meaſure of 
the love there deſcribed, tho' I am not all I ſhall be. 
I deſire to be loſt in that love <vbich paſſeth knowledge, 
I ſee the juſt ſhall lite by faith : and unto me, who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, It 
I were an archangel, I ſhould veil my face betore him, 
and let ſilence ſpeak his praiſe!“ 

The following account is given by one who was an 
eye and ear witneſs of what ſhe relates. 

« 1, In the beginning of Nower:ber, ſhe ſeemed to 
have a foreſight of what was coming upon her, and uſeti 
frequently to ſing theſe words : 


«© When pair o'er this weak fleſh prevails, 
With lamb- Eke patience arm my breaſt,” 


And when fhe ſent to me, to let me know ſhe was ill, 
ſhe wrote in her note, I ſuffer the will of Jeſus. All 
he ſends is ſweetened by his love. I am as happy as if 
I heard a voice ſay, 

For me my elder brethren ſtay, 

And angels beckon me away, 


And Jeſus bids me come!“ 


2. Upon my telling her, ** I cannot chuſe life or 
death for you,“ ſhe ſaid, ** I aſked the Lord, that if 
it was his will, I might die firſt, And he told me, you 
ſhould ſurvive me, and that you ſhould cloſe my eyes. 
When we perceived it was the ſmall-pox, I ſaid to her, 
« My dear, you will not be frighted if we tell you, 

4 What 
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what is your diſtemper.“ She ſaid, “ I cannot be fright- 
ed at H will.“ 

3- The diſtemper was ſoon very heavy upon her, 
But ſo much the more was her faith ſtrengthened.—— 
Tueſday, Nov. 16. ſhe ſaid to me, ** I have been wor- 
ſhipping before the throne in a glorious manner, my 
foul was ſo let into God.” I ſaid, ** Did the Lord give 
you any particular promiſe ? * No,” replied ſhe; it 
was all | 
That ſa-red awe that dares not move 
And all the ülent heaven of love.“ 


4. On Thurſday, upon my aſking, What have you 
to ſay to me? She ſaid, ** Nay, nothing but what you 
know already: God is love:” I aſked, ** Have you 
any particular promiſe ?” She replied, ** I do not ſeem 
to want any, I can live without, I ſhall die a lump-of 
deformity, but ſhall meet you all glorious. And mean 
time I ſhall ſtill have fellowſhip with your ſpirit” 

5. Mr. M. aſked, „V hat ſhe thought the moſt ex- 
cellent avay to walk in, and what were us chief hixdrax- 
ces? She anſwered, © The greateſt hindrance is gene- 
rally from the natural conſtitution. It was mine, to be 
reſerved, to be very quiet, to ſuffer much, and to ſay 
little. Some may think one way more excellent, and 
ſome another, But the thing is to live in the will of 
God. For ſome months paſt, when I have been parti- 
cularly devoted to this, I have felt ſuch a guidance of 
his ſpirit, and e undtion which ] have received from the 
Holy One has fo taught me of all things, that J needed not 
any man ſhould teach me, fave as this anointing teacheth, 

On Friday morning ſhe faid, “I believe I ſhall die.” 
She then fat up in her bed and faid, “ Lord, I bleſs 
thee that thou art ever with me, and all thou haſt is 
mine. Thy love is greater than my weakneſs, greater 
than my helpleſſneſs, greater than my unworthineſs. 
Lord, thou /aye/{ to corrupiion, Thou art my fler! And 
glory be to thee, O Fe/us, thou art my brother. Let 
me comprehend with all ſaints, the Irngth, and breadth, and 
dipib, aud height of thy love Bleis theſe; (ſome that 
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were preſent) let them be every moment exerciſed in 
all things, as thou wouldſt have them to be.“ 

7. Some hours after it ſeemed as it the agonies of 
death were juſt coming upon her. But her face was 
full of ſmiles of triumph, and ſhe clapped her hands tor 
joy. Mrs. C. faid, * My dear, you are more than 
conqueror, through the blood of the lamb.” She an- 
ſwered, ** Yes, O ves, {weet Jeſus. O death, where is 
thy ſting *” She then lay as in a doze for ſome time. 
Afterwards ſhe ſtrove to ſpeak, but could not. How- 
ever ſhe teſtified her love, by ſhaking hands with all in 
the room. 

8. Mr. W. then came, She ſaid, “ Sir, I did not 
know that I ſhould live to ſee you. But I am glad the 
Lord has given me this opportunity, and likewiſe power 
to ſpeak to you. I love you. You have always 
preached the ſtricteſt doctrine : and I loved to follow it. 
Do ſo ſtill, whoever is pleaſed or diſpleaſed.“ He aiked, 
„% Do you now believe you are faved from fin 5? She 
ſaid, Yes; I have had no doubt of it for many 
months. That I ever had, was becauſe I did not abide 
in the faith. I now feel, I have kept the Faith : and per- 
ect love caßeth out all fear. As to you, the Lord pro- 
miſed me, your latter works ſhould exceed your former, 
though I do not live to ſee 1t.—I hare been a great 
enthuſiaſt, as they term it, theſe ſix months; but never 
lived ſo near the heart of Chriſt in my life, You, Sir, 
defire to comfort the hearts of thouſands. Comfort the 
hearts of hundreds by following that ſimplicity your 
ſoul loves.” | 

9. To one who received the love of God under her 
prayer, ſhe ſaid, 44 T feel I have not followed a cun- 
ningly deviſed fable; for I am as happy as I can live. 
Do you preſs on, and ſtop not ſhort of the mark.” To 
Miſs I ſhe ſaid, Love Chriſt, he loves you, I 
believe I ſhall fee you at the right hand of God. But 
as one flar differs from another ft ar in glory, ſo ſhall it be in 
the reſurrection. I charge you, in the preſence of God, 
meet me in that day all glorious within. Avoid all 
conformity to the world, You are robbed of many of 
your privileges, I know, I ſhall be found blamelefs. 
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Do you labour to be found of him 7» peace, without 
Spot.” | 

10. Saturday morning ſhe prayed nearly as follows; 
I know, Lord, my lite is prolonged, only to do thy 
will. And tho? I ſhould never eat or drink more (ſhe 
had not ſwallowed any thing for near eight and twenty 
hours) thy will be done, I am willing to be kept ſo a 
twelremonth: Man /iwvch not by bread alone. I praiſe thee 
that there 1s not a ſhadow of complaining in our ſtreets, 
In that ſenſe we know not what ſickneſs means. Indeed, 
Lord, neither life nor dati, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, no, u any creature, ſhall ſeparate us from thy love 
one moment, Bleſs theſe, that there may be no lack in 
their ſouls. I believe there ſhall not. I pray in faith.” 

On Sunday and Monday ſhe was light-headed, but 
ſenſible at times, It then plainly appeared, her heart 
was ſtill in heaven. One faid to her, “ Jeſus is our 
mark.“ She replied, “I have but one mark, I am all 
ſpiritual.” Miſs A. ſaid to her, “ You dwell in God.“ 
She anſwered, * Altogether.” A perſon aſked her, 
Do you love me?“ She ſaid, O, I love Chriſt : 
I love my Chriſt.” To another ſhe faid, ** I ſhall not 
long be here. Jeſus is precious: very precious indeed.“ 
She ſaid to Mifs M. The Lord is very good.” He 
keeps my foul abore all.” For fifteen hours before ſhe 
died, ſhe was in ſtrong convulſions ; her ſufferings were 
extreme. One ſaid, “ You are made perfect through 
fufferings.” She ſaid, + More and more fo.” After 
lying quiet ſome time, ſhe ſaid, Lord, thou art 
ſtrong!“ Then pauſing a conſiderable ſpace, ſhe utter- 
ed her laſt words, «+ My Jeſus is all in all to me: glory 
be to him thro? time and eternity.“ After this, ſhe lay 
ftill for about half an hour, and then expired without 
a figh or groan.” 

25. The next year, the number of thoſe who believ- 
ed they were ſaved from fin, ftill increaſing; I judged 
it needful to publiſh, chiefly for their uſe, “ Farther 
thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection,” 

2. How 1s Chr the end of the lazy for rightrouſneſs to 
every one that bilicveth ? Rom, x. 4, | 
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A. In order to underſtand this, you muſt underſtand; 
what law is here ſpoken of. And this I apprehend, is 
1. The Moſaic law, the whole Moſaic diſpenſation; 
which St, Paul continually ſpeaks of as one, tho' con- 
taining three parts, the political, moral, and ceremonial :. 
2. The Adamic law, that given to Adam in innocence, 
properly called, ** the law of works.” This is in ſub- 
{tance the ſame with the Argelic law, being common to 
angels and man, It required, that man ſhould ule to 
the glory of God, all the powers with which he was cre- 
ated. Now he was created free from any detect, either 
in his underſtanding, or his affections. His body was 
then no clog to the mind: it did not hinder his appre- 
hending all thingsclearly, judging truly concerningthem, 
and reaſoning juſtly; it he reaſoned at all. I ſay, 44 It 
he reaſoned :” for poſſibly he did not. Perhaps he had. 
no need of reaſoning, *till his corruptible body preſſed 
down the mind, and impuired its native faculties. Per— 
haps 'till then, the mind ſaw every truth that offered as: 
directly, as the eye now ſees the light. 

Conſequently this law, proportioned to his original. 
powers, required that he ſhould always think, always 
ſpeak, and always act precitely right, in every point 
whatever, He was well able ſo to do. And God could 
not but require the ſervice, he was able to pay. 

But Alam teil ; and his incorruptible body, became 
corruptible: and ever ſince it is a clog to the foul, and 
hinders its opsrations. Hence at pretent no child of 
man can at all times apprehend elcarly, or judge truly. 
And where either the judgment or apprehenſhon is 
wrong, it is impoſſible'to reaſon juſtly. Therefore it is 
us natural for a man to mittake as to breathe ; and he- 
can no more live without the one than without the 
other. Conſequently no man is able to perform the 
ſervice, which the Jdamic law requires. 

And no man is obliged to perform it: God does not 
require it of any man. For Chrift is the end of the Ada- 
mic, as well as the Moſaic law. By bis death he hath 
put an end to both: he hath. aboliſhed. both the 
one and the other, with regard to man; and the 
obligation to obſcrre either the one or the other is: 
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vaniſhed away. Nor is any man living bound to obſerve 
the Adamic, more than the Moſuic law. 

In the room of this, Ci hath eſtabliſhed another, 
namely, The law of faith. Not every one that doeth, 
but every one that believeth, now receiveth righteouſ- 
neſs, in the full ſenſe of the word, that is, he 1s juſtified, 
ſanctified, and glorificd. | 

D. 2. Are we then dead to the law? 

A. We are dead to the law, by the body of Chrift given 
for us, Rom. vii. 4. to the Adamic, as well as Moſaic 
law. We are wholly freed therefrom by his death : 
that law exp'ring with bim. 

2, 3. How then are we not without law to God, but 
under the law to Chriſt ? 1 Cor. ix. 21. 

A. We are without that law. But it does not follow 
that we are without any law, For God has eſtabliſked 
another law in its place, even the law of faith, And 
we are all under this law to God and to Chriſt. Both 
our Creator and our Redecmer require us to obſerve it, 

2. 4. Is love the fulfilling of this law? 

A. Unqueſtionably it is. The whole law, under 
which we now are, is fulfilled by love, Row. xiii. 9, 
10. Faith working or animated by love, is all that God 
now requues of man. He has ſubſtituted (not ſinceri- 
ty, but) love, in the room of angelic perfection. 

2. 5. How is love the end of the commandment ? 1 Tim. 
1. 

A. It is the end of every commandment of God. It 
is the point aimed at by the whole, and every part of 
the chriſtian inſtitution. The toundation 1s faith, puri- 
tying the heart, the end love, preſerving a good conſci- 
ence. 

2. 6. What love is this ? 

A. The lowing the Lord our God with all our heart, 
mind, ſoul, and ſtrength: aud the loving our neighbour, 
every man as ourſelves, as our own ſouls, 

2. 7. What are the fruits or properties of this love? 

A. St. Paul informs us at large, Love is long-ſuffering. 
It ſuffers all the weakneſſes of the children of God, all 
the wickedneſs of the children of the world. And that 
not for a little time only, but as long as God pleaſes, 
In all it ſees the hand oft God, and willingly Fe 
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bereto, Meantime it is 4/»d. In all, and after all it 
uffers, it is ſoft, mild, tender, benign. Lowe envieth 
not It excludes every kind and degree of envy out of 
the heart: Love aft not raſ>ly, in a violent headſtrong 
manner, nor paſſes any raſh or ſevere judgment. Ir 
doth not behave itſelf indecently, is not rude, does not act 
out of character: /zekcth not her own eaſe, pleaſure, ho- 
nour or profit: 7s not provoked; expels all anger from 
the heart: thinketh no evil; caſteth out all jealouſy, ſuſ- 
piciouſneſs, readineſs to believe evil: Hoe not in ini- 
quity, yea, weeps at the fin or folly of its bittereſt ene- 
mies; but rejoiceth in the truth, in the holineſs and hap- 
pineſs of every child of man. Love covereth all things, 
peaks evil ot no man; Lelie veth al! things, that tend to 
the advantage of another's cha: acter. Ir bopeth all things, 
whatever may extenuate the faults which cannot be de- 
nied, and it endureth all thinzs, which God can permit, 
or men and devils inflict. This is te law of Chri//, the 
perſtel latu, the law of liberty. 

And this diſt ' nction betwen the la af faith, (or love) 
and the law of works, is ne ther a ſubtle, nor an unnecet- 
ſary diitinftion, It is plain, eaſy, and intelligible to 
any common underſtanding. And it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, to prevent a thouſand doubts and tears, even in. 
thoſe who do -valk in love. 

Q. 8. But do awe not 7 many thinss offend all, yea, 
the beſt of vs, even againſt this law ? 

A. In one ſenſe we do not, while all our tempers 
and thoughts, and words and works, ſpring from love. 
But in another we do, and ſhail do, more or leſs, us 
long as we remain in the body. For neither love nor 
the zat:on of the Holy One makes us infallible. There- 
fore thro' unavoidable defect of underitanding, we car = 
not but miſtake in many things. And theſe miſtakes 
will frequently occaſion ſomething wrong, both in our 
temper and words and actions. From miſtaking bis 
character, we may love a perſon leſs than he really de- 
ſerves. And by the ſame miſtake we are vnavoidab!y 
let to ſpeak or act with regard to that perſon, in.[u«'1 
a manner as is contrary to this law, in ſome or othc: 
6. the preceding inſtances. 
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2. 9. Do we not then need Chriſt, even on this 
account ? 

A. The holieſt of men {till need Chriſt, as their pro- 
phet, as e light of the world. For he does not give 
them light, but from moment to monient: the inſtant 
he withdraws, all is darkneſs. They ſtill need Chriſt 
as their king. For God does not gire them a ſtock of 
Holineſs, But unleſs they receive a ſupply every mo- 
ment, nothing but unholineſs would remain. They 
ſtill need Chriſt as their prieſt, to make atonement for 
their holy things, Even pertect holineſs is acceptable 
to God only through Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. 10. May not then the very beſt of men adopt 
the dying martyr's confeſſion, “ J am in myſelt nothing 
but fin, darkneſs, hell; but thou art my light, my ho- 
lineſs, my heaven?“ 

A. Not exactly. But the beſt of men may ſay, 
* Thou art my light, my holineſs, my heaven. Thro 
my union with thee, I am full of light, of holineſs, 
and happineſs. And /I avere left zo myſelf, 1 ſhould bs 
nothing but ſin, darkneſs, hell.” 

But to proceed, The beit of men need Chriſt as 
their prieſt, their atonement, their advocate with the 
Father ; not only as the continuance of their every 
bleſſing depends on his death and interceſſion, but on 
account of their coming ſhort ot the law of love. For 
every man living does ſo, You who feel lune, com- 

pare yourſelves with the preceding deſcription. 
Weigh vourſelves in this balance and ſee if you are not 
wanting in many particulars. 

D. 37, But fall this be conſiſtent with chriſtian 
Perfection, that perfection is not freedom from all ſin: 
ſeeing /in is the trauſareſion of the law. And the perfect 
tranſgreſs the very law they are under. Beſides, they 
need the atonement of Chriſt, And he is the atone- 
ment of nothing but ſin. Is then the term /le/3 ee 
tion proper? 

A. It is not worth diſputing about. But obſerve, in 
what ſenſe the perſons in queſtion need the atonement 
of Chriſt. They do not need him to reconcile them to 
God afreſh: For they are reconciled. They do not 
need him, to refore the favour of God, but to continue 
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it. He does not procure pardon for them AN, but- 
ewer liweth to make interceſſion for them, And by one offer - 
ing, he hath perfefed for ever them that are ſandtified, 
Heb. x. 14. 

For want of duly conſidering this, ſome deny, that 
they need the atonement of Chriſt. Indeed exceeding 
few: I do not remember to have tound five of them in 
England, Of the two, I would ſooner give up perfec- 
tion. But we need not give up either one or the other, 
The perfection I hold, Lowe rejoicing erer more, pray- 
ing without ceafing, and in every thing giving thanks, is 
well conſiſtent with eit: if any hold a perfection, which 
is not, they mult look to it. 

2. 12. Does then Chriſtian Perfection imply any 
more than /ircerity ? 

A. Not if you mean by that word, love filling the 
heart, expelling pride, anger, deſire, ſelt-will; rejoic- 
ing evermore, praying without cealing, and in every 
thing giving thanks. But I doubt tew uſe /rcerity in 
this ſenſe. Therefore I think the old word is beſt, 

A perſon may be /inccre, who has all his natural tem- 
pers, pride, anger, luſt, ſelf-will. But he is not perfect, 
till his heart 1s cleanſed from theſe, and all it's other 
corruptions, 

To clear this point a little farther: I know many 
that love God with all their heart. He is their one de- 
fire, their one delight, and they are continually happy 
in him. They love their neighbour as themſelves. 
They feel as fincere, fervent, conſtant a defire for the 
happineſs of every man, good or bad, friend or enemy, 
as for their own, They rejoice evermore, pray with- 
out cealing, and in every thing give thanks. Their 
fouls are continually ſireaming up to God, in holy joy, 
prayer, and praiſe. This is a point of fact: and this 
is plain, found, ſcriptural experience. 

But even theſe ſouls dwell in a ſhattered body, and 
are fo preſt down thereby, that they cannot always 
exert themſelves as they would, by thinking, ſpeak- 
ing, and acting preciſely right. For want of better bodi- 
ly organs, they mult at tunes think, ſpeak, or act 
wrong; not ** through a defect of love, but thro' 
a defect of knoxwledge, And while this is the caſe, not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding that defect, and its conſequences, they 
fulfil the law of love, 

Yet as even in this caſe there is not a full conformi- 
ty to the perfect law, fo the moſt perfect do on this ve- 
ry account, need the blood of atonement, and may pro- 
pe:ly tor themſelves, as well as for their brethren, tay, 
Forgive us our treſbaſſes. 

2, 13. But it Chriſt has put an end to that law, what 
need of any atonement for their tranſgreſſing it? 

A. Obſerve in what ſenſe he has prut an end to it, and 
the difficulty vaniſhes, Were it not for the abiding an- 
rit of his death, and his continual interceſſion tor us, that 
law would condemn us ſtill, Theſe therefore we till 
need, for every tianſgreſſion of it. 

Ro 14. But can one that is ſaved from fin be tempt- 
ed! 
4. Yes; for Chrift ⁊vas tempted. 

2. 15. However, what you call temptation, T call 
the corruption of my heart. And how will you diſtin— 
zuiſh one from the other? 

A. In ſome caſes it is impoſſible to diitinguiſh, wich- 
out the direct win; of the ſpirit. But in general one 
may diſtinguiſh thus: 

One commends me. Here is a temptation to pride. 
But inſtantly my foul is humbled before God, And I 
feel no pride: of which I am as ſure, as that pride is 
not humility, | 

A man itrikes me. Here is a temptation to anger, 
But my heart overflows with love. And I feel no an- 
ger at all: of which I am as ſure, as that love and-an» 
ger are not the ſame, ; | 

A woman ſolicits me, Here 1s a. temptation to luſt, 
But in the inſtant I ſhrink back. And I feel no deſire 
or luſt at all: of which I can be as ſuic, as that my 
hand 1s cold or hot. 

Thus it is, if I am tempted by a preſent object: and 
it is juſt the ſame, if when it is abſent, the devil recalls 
4 commendation, an injury, or a woman to my mind. 
In the inſtant the foul repels the temptation, and re- 
mains filled with pure love. 
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And the difference is ſtill plainer, when I compare 
my preſent ſtate with my paſt, wherein I felt tempta- 
tion and corruption too. 

2. 16. But how do you zn, that you are ſancti- 
fied, ſaved from your inbred corruption? 

A. I can know it no otherwiſe than I know that I 
am juſtified, Hereby knoxv aue that we are of God, in ei- 
ther ſenſe, by the ſpirit he hath given us, 

We know it by e <vitnr/5, and by the fruit of the 
Spirit. And firit, by the witneſs, As when we were 
juſtified, the Hirt bore xvitnc/3 with our ſpirit, that our 
fins were forgiven, fo when we were ſanctified, he bore 
witneſs, that they were taken away. Indeed the wit- 
neſs of ſanctification is not always clear at firit; (as 
neither is that of juſtification) neither 1s 1t afterward, 
always the ſame, but like that of juſtification, ſome- 
times ſtronger and ſometimes fainter, Yea, and ſome- 
times it is withdrawn, Yet in general, the latter teſti- 
mony of the Spirit is both as clear and as ſteady as the 
tormer, 

2. 17. But what need is there of it, ſeeing ſanctifi- 
cation is a real change, not a relative only, like juſtifica- 
tion? 

A. But is the new-birth a relative change only? Ts 
not this a rea! change? Therefore if we need no witneſs 
of our ſanctificat ion, becauſe it is a rea! change, for the 
ſame reaſon we ſhould need none, that we are born of 
or are the children of God. 

2. 18, But does not ſanctification ſhine by its own 
light? 

A. And does not the new birth too? Sometimes it 
does. And ſo does ſanctification: at others it does 
not, In the hour of temptation Satan clouds the work 
of God, and injects various doubts and reaſonings, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe who have cither very weak or very 
ſtrong underſtandings. At ſuch times there is abſolute 
need of that witneſs ; without which the work of ſanc- 
tification, not only could not be diſcerned, but could 
no longer ſubſiſt. Were it not for this the ſoul could 
not then abide in the love ot God: much leſs could it 
rejoice eyermore, and in every thing give thanks. S = 
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theſe cireumſtances therefore, a direct teſtimony that we 
are ſanctified is necefliry in the higheſt degree. 
“% But I have no ron, that J am ſaved from fin, 


And yet Þ have no doubt of it.“ Very well. As long 


as you have no doubt, it is enough: when you have, 
you will need that witneſs. 

2. 19. But what {crip:ure makes mention of any 
ſuch thing, or gives any reaſon to expect it ? 

A. That ſcripture, 1 Cor. ii. 12. We Howe recti vd 
not the ſpirit that i of the world, but the Shirit aubieb is of 
God, that ve may tuo the things, which ante gie 
us of God, 

Now ſurely ſanctification is one of the things, which 
are freely given us of God, And no pofſtible reaſon can 
be aſſigned, why this ſhould be excepted, when the 
apoſtle ſays, JJ reccice the Spirit for this very end, that 
zue may &now the things, <vhich are thus freely given us, 

Is not the ſame thing implied in that well-known 
ſcripture, Rom. viii. 15, The Spirit itſelf wvitnefeth with 
our ſpirit, that we are the children of God? Mos he on— 
ly witneſs the want of this to thoſe, who are children 
of God in the loweſt ſenſe? Nay, bit to thoſe alſo, 


who are ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe. And does he not 


witneſs, that they are ſuch in the higheſt fenſe? What 
reaſon have we to doubt it? 

What if a man were to affirm, (as indeed many do) 
that this witneſs belongs ozly zo the higheſt claſs of Chit 
tians? Would not you anſwer, The apoſtle makes no 
reſtriction. Therefore doubtleſs it belongs to all the 
children of God. And will not the ſame anfwer hold, 
if any affirm, that it belongs % zo the lo tugſi cluts ? 

Conſider likewiſe 1 Fohn v. 19, We kunto that ae are 
of God. How? By the Spirit tbat he hath given us. Nay, 
hereby eve knory that he abideth in us. And what ground 
have we, either from ſcripture or reaſon, to exclude 
the witneſs, any more than the fruit of the Spirit, trom 
being here intended? By this then alſo we now that 
æue are of God, and in what ſenſe we are ſo: whether we 
are babes, young men, or fathers, we know in the ſame 
manner. 

Not that J affirm, that all young men, or even fa- 


thers, have this teſtimony every moment. There may 
| | be 
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be intermiſſions of the direct teſtimony that they are thus 
born of God. But thoſe intermiſſions are fewer and 
ſhorter as they grow up in Chriſt. And ſome have the 
teſtimony both of their juſtification and ſanctification, 
without any intermiſſion at all: which I preſume more 
8 have, did they walk humbly and cloſely with 
God. 

2. 20. May not ſome of theſe have a teſtimony 
ar. the Spirit, that they ſhall not finally fall from 
God? 

A. They may. And this perſuaſion, that ne:ther life 
nor death fall ſeparate them from Him, far from being 
hurtful, may in ſome circumitances be extremely uſeful. 
Theſe therefore we ſhould in no wife grieve, but ear- | 
neſtly incourage them, to hold the beginning of their cons 
fidence fiedfaft to the end. 

2. 21. But have any a teſtimopy from the Spirit, 
that they ſhall zerer /in ? 

A. We know not what God may vouchſafe to ſome 
particular perſons. But we do not find any general ſtate 
deſcribed in ſcripture, from which a man cannot draw 
back to fin, If there were any ſtate wherein this was 
impoſlible, it would be that of thoſe who are /antifird, 
who are Fathers in Chrift, wwho rejoice evermore, pray 
abi thout ceaſing, and in every thing give thanks. But it is 
not impoſſible for theſe to draw back. They who are 
ſanfified, yet may fall and periſh, Heb. x. 29. Even 
' Fathers in Chrift, need that warning. Love not the avorld, 
1 John ii. 15. They who rgorice, pray, and give thanks. 
evithout ceaſing, may neverthelels quench the Spirit, 1 
Theſ. v. 16, &c. Nay, even they who are ſealed unto 
the day of redemption, may yet grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, Eph. v. 30. | 

Altho* therefore God may give ſuch a witneſs to 
fome particular perſons, yet it is not to be expected by 
chriſtians in general, there being no ſcripture whereon 
to ground ſuch an expectation. 

2. 22. By what // wit of the Spirit may we know that 
be are of God, even in the higheſt ſenſe ? 

A. By love, joy, peace always abiding ; by invariable 
long-/uffering, patience, refignation ; by gentleneſs, tri- 
umphing over all provocation; by goodneſs, — 
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ſweetneſs, renderneſs of ſpirit; by FAdelity, ſimplicity, 
godly fincerity ; by meekne/5, calmneſs, evenneſs of ſpi- 
rit; by temperance, not only in food and flcep, but in 
all things natural and ſpiritual, 

A. 23. But what great macter is there in this? Have 
we not all this when we are juſtified ? 

A. What! Total re/iznation to the will of God, with- 
out any mixture of {tel{-will? Gextlenc/5, without any 
touch of anger, even the moment we are provoked ? 
Love to God, without the leaſt love to the creature, 
but in and for God, excluding a pride? Love to man, 
excluding all envy, al! jealouſy, and raſh judging ? 
Meekneſs, keeping the whole ſoul inviolably calm? And 
temperance in all things? Deny that any ever came up 
to this, it you pleaſe ; but do not ſay all who are juſtt- 
fied, do. 

2, 24. But ſome who are newly juſtiſied do: what 
then will you ſay to theſe ? 

A. It they really do, I will ſay, they are ſanctiſied 
ſaved from ſin in that moment ; and that they never 
need loſe what God has given, or teel fin any more. 

But certainly this is an exempt caſe. It is otherwiſe 
with the gererality of thoſe that are juſtified? They 
feel in themſelves more or leſs pride, anger, ſfelf-will, 
and an heart bent to backfliding. And till they have 
gradually mortified theſe, they are not fully renewed in 
love. ' 

A. 25. But is not this the caſe of all that are jultified ? 
Do they not gradually die to fin and grow in grace, 
till at, or perhaps a little before death, God pertects 
them in love ? | 

A. I believe this is the caſe of moſt, but not all. 

God uſually gives a conſiderable u,, tor men to 
receive light, to grow in grace, to do aud ſuffer his will 
before they are either juſtiſied or ſanctified. But he 
does not invariably adhere to this. Sometimes he cuts 
Hort his work, He does the work of many years in a 
few weeks: perhaps in a week, a day, an hour. He 
Juſtifies or ſanctiſies both thoſe who have done or /afered 
nothing, and who have not had 2ime for a gradual growth 
either in 4% or grace, And may he not do what be 

b 


„ 


avell auith his own? I thine eye evil, becanſe he is good ? 

It need not therefore be affirmed over and over, and 
proved by forty texts of ſcripture, either that moſt men 
are perfected in love at /aff, that there is a gradual work 
of God in the ſoul; or that, generally ſpeaking, it is a 
long time, even many years, betore ſin is deſtroyed, All 
this we know. But we know likewiſe, that God may, 
with man's good leave, cut ſhort his xvork, in whatever 
degree he pleaſes, and do the uſual work of many years 
in a moment, He does ſo, in many inſtances. And 
yet there is a gradual work, both gore and after that 
moment. So that one may affirm, the work is gradu- 
al, another, it is in/fartaneons, without any manner of 
contradiction. 7 

2. 26. Does St. Paul mean any more by being 
ſcaled with the Spirit, than being renewed in love ? 

A, Perhaps in one place, 2 Cor. i. 22. he does not 
mean ſo much. But in another, Eph. i. 13. he ſeems 
to include both the fruit and the witneſs; and that in 
a higher degree than we experience, even, when we 
are firſt renewed in love, God ſealeth us with the Spirit of 
promiſe, by giving us the full aſſurance of' hope ; ſuch a 
confidence of receiving all the promiſes of God, as ex- 
cludes the poſſibility of doubting : with that Holy Spirit, 
by univerſal holineſs, ſtamping the whole image of God 
on our hearts, 

2. 27. But how can thoſe who are thus /ealed, grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God | 

A. St. Paul tells you very particularly, 1. By ſuch 
converſation as is not profitable, not to the uſe of edifying, 
not apt to miner grace to the hearers; 2. By relapfing 
into b:tterne/; or want of {indreſi; 3. By wrath, laſting 
diſpleaſure, or want of zender-heartedneſs ; 4. By anger, 
however ſoon it is over, want of inſtantly forgiving one 
another; 5. By clamour or brawling, loud, harſh, rough 
ſpeaking ; 6. By evi/-/peaking, whiſpering, tale - bearing; 
needleſsly mentioning the fault of an abſent perſon, 
tho? in ever ſo ſoft a manner. 

2. 28. What do you think of thoſe in London, who 
ſeem to have been lately renerved in love? 

4. There 
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A. There is ſomething very peculiar in the expert- 
ence of the greateſt part of them. One would expect, 
that a believer ſhould firſt be filled with love, and there- 
by empried of fin: whereas theſe were emptied of fin 
firſt, and then filled with love, Perhaps it pleaſed God 
to work in this manner, to make his work more plain 
and undeniable; and to diſtinguiſh it more clearly from 
that overflowing love, which is often felt even in a juſ- 
tified ſtate, 

It ſeems likewiſe moſt agrecable to the great promiſe, 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. From all your filthineſs I will cleanſe 
von; à new heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit 
avill 7 pret within you | 

But I do not think of them all alike : there is a wide 
difference between ſome of them and others. I think 
molt of them with whom I have ſpoken, have much 
faith, love, joy, and peace, Some of theſe I believe 
are renewed in love, and have the red wwitn/5 of it: 
And they manifeſt the nuit above deſcribed, in all their 
words and actions. Now let any man call this what he 
will, It is what I call Peryection. 

But ſome who have much love, peace, and joy, yet 
have not the direct witneſs. And others who think 
they have, are nevertheleſs manifeſtly wanting in the 
fruit. How many I will not ſay : perhaps one in ten, 

erhaps more or fewer. But /oze are undeniably want- 


ing, in long-/uffering, chriſtian reſignation, They do 
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not ſee the hand ot. God in whatever occurs, and chear- 


fully embrace it, They do not in every thing give 
thanks, and rejoice evermore. They are not happy: 
at leaſt, not alt want happy. For ſometimes they complain. 
They ſay, © This or that 15 hard /® 

Some are wanting in gentleneſs, They ret evil, in- 
ſtead of turning the other cheek. They do not receive 
reproach with gentleneſs; no, nor even reproof, Nay, 
they are not able to bear contradiction, without the ap- 


pearance, at leaſt, of reſentment, If they are re- 


n or contradicted, tho* mildly, they do not take 
well, They behave with more diſtance and reſerve 
than they did before. If they are reproved or contra- 
dicted hrihly , they anſwer it with harſhneſs ; 1 * ; 
oud 
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loud voice, or with an angry tone, or in a ſharp and 
ſurly manner, They ſpeak ſharply or roughly, when 
they reprove others, and behave roughly to their in- 
feriors. 

Some are wanting in goodneſs, They are not kind, 
mild, ſweet, amiable, ſoft, and loving at all times, in 
their ſpirit, in their words, in their look and air, in 
the whole tenor of their behaviour; and that to all, 
high and low, rich and poor, without reſpect of per- 
ſons : particularly to them that are out of the way, to 
oppoſers, and to thoſe of their own houſhold. They 
do not long, ſtudy, endeavour by every means, to make 
all about them happy. They can ſee them uneaſy, 
and not be concerned: perhaps they make them fo 
and then wipe their mouths and ſay, Why, they 
deſerve it : 1t 1s their own fault,” 

Some are wanting in fidelity, a nice regard to truth, 
ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity. Their love is hardly 
evithout diſimulation ; ſomething like guile is found in 
their mouth. To avoid roughneſs, they lean to the 
other extreme. They are ſmooth to an exceſs, fo as 
ſcarce to avoid a degree of fawning, or of ſeeming to 
mean what they do not. 

Some are Wanting in weekre/3, quietneſs of ſpirit, 
compoſure, evenneſs of temper. They are up and 
down, ſometimes high, ſometimes low : their mind is 
not well balanced. Their affections are either not in 
due proportion ; they have too much of one, too little 
of another; or they are not duly mixed and tempered 
together, ſo as to counterpoiſe each other, Hence 
there is often a jar. Their foul is out of tune, and 
cannot make the true harmony. 

Some are wanting in tenperaucc. They do not ſtead» 
ily uſe that kind and degree of food, which they know, 
or might know, would moſt conduce to the health, 
nrength, and vigour of the body. Or they are not 
temperate in ſleep : they do not rigorouſly adhere to 
what is beſt both tor body and mind. Otherwiſe they 
would conſtantly go to bed and riſe early, and at a fixt 
hour. Or they ſup late, Which is neither good for 
body, nor ſoul. Or they uſe neither faſting nor abſii- 
nence, Or they prefer (which is ſo many forts ot in- 
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temperance) that preaching, reading, or converſation, 
which gives them tranſient joy and comfort, before that 
which brings godly ſorrow, or inf/rudtion in righteouſneſs. 
Such joy is not ſanctified: It does not tend to and ter- 
minate in the crucifixion of the heart. Such faith doth 
not center in God, but rather in itſelf, 

So far all is plain, I believe you have faith, and love, 
and joy, and peace, You who are particularly concern- 
ed, know each for yourſelf, that you are not wanting 
in the reſpect above-mentioned, You are wanting ei- 
ther in long-ſuftering, gentleneſs or goodneſs; either 
in fidelity, mecknels or temperance. Let us not then, 
on either hand, fight about words, In the thing we 
clearly agree. 

You have not what I call perfection. If others will 
call it ſo, they may. However hold faſt what you have, 
and earneſtly pray for what you have not. 

2. 22. Can thoſe who are perfeft grow in grace? 

A. Undoubtedly they can. And that not only while 
they are in the body, but to all eternity. 

2. 30. Can they fall from it? 

A. I am well aſſured they can. Matter of fact puts 
this beyond difpute. Formerly we thought, one ſaved 
from fin could not fall. Now, we know the contrary. 
We are ſurrounded with inſtances of thoſe, who lately 
experienced all that I mean by perfection. They had 
both the /-uit of the ſpirit and the 2v/#7e/5. But they 
have now loſt both. Neither does any one ſtand, by 
virtue of any thing that is implied in the aa e of the 
ſtate. There is no ſuch hight or frength of holineſs, as 
it is impoſſible to tall from. If there be any that cannot 
Fall, this wholly depends on the promiſe and faithful- 
neſs of God. 

2. 31. Can thoſe who fall ſrom his ſtate recover it? 

A. Why not? We have many inſtances of this alſo. 
Nay, it is an exceeding common thing, for pertons to 
loſe it more than once, before they ure eſtabliſhed 
therein, 

It is therefore to guard them who are ſaved from ſin, 
from every occaſion of ſtumbling, that I give the fol- 
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lowing advices. But firſt I ſhall ſpeak plainly concern» 
ing the work itſelf, 

[ eſteem this late work to be of God: probably, the 

reateſt now upon earth. Yet like all others, this alſo 
15 mixed with much human frailty. But theſe weak- 
neſſes are far leſs than might have been expected; and 
ought to have been joytully borne by all that loved and 
followed after righteouſneſs. That there have been a 
few weak, warm-headed, men, is no reproach to the 
work itlelf, no juſt ground tor accuſing a multitude &. 
ſober-minded men, who are patterns of {trict holineſs. 
Yet-(juit contrary to what ought to hare been) the op- 
polition is great; the helps few. Hereby many are 
hindered from ſeeking faith and holineſs by the falſe 
zeal of others: and forme who at firſt began to run well, 
are turned out of the way. 

2. 32. What is the firſt advice that you would give 
them? 

A. Watch and pray continually agaiuſt pride, If 
Gud has caſt it out, ſee that it enter no more: it is full 
as dangerous as deſire. And vou may flide back into it 
unawares : eſpecially if you think there is no danger of 
it, „ Nay, but I aſcribe all I have to God. So you 
may, and be proud nevertheleſs. For it 1s pride, not 
only to aſcribe any thing we have to ourſelves, but to 
think we have what we really have not. Mr. L— for 
inſtance, aſcribed all the light he had to God, and fo 
far he was humble, But then he thought he had more 
light than any man living. And this was palpable 
pride. So you aſcribe all the knowledge you have to 
God; and in this reſpect you are humble. But if you 
think you have more than you really have: or if you 
think you are ſo taught of God, as no longer to need 
man's teaching, pride heth at the door. Ves, you have 
need to be taught, not only by Mr. -, by one 
another, by Mr. M-——4, or me, but by the weakeſt 
preacher in London yea, by all men. For God ſend- 
eth by whom he will fend. 

Do not therefore ſay to any who would adviſe or re- 
pov you, You are blind: you cannot teach me.” 

o not ſay, This is your wi/dom, your carnal reaſon : 


but calmly weigh the thing betore God, 


Always 
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temperance) that preaching, reading, or converſation, 
which gives them tranſient joy and comfort, before that 
which brings godly ſorrow, or Hud lion in righteouſneſs. 
Such joy is not ſanctified : It does not tend to and ter- 
minate in the crucifixion of the heart. Such faith doth 
not center in God, but rather in itſelf, 

So far all is plain, I believe you have faith, and love, 
and joy, and peace, You who are particularly concern- 
ed, know each tor yourſelf, that you are not wanting 
in the reſpe& above-mentioned, You are wanting ei- 
ther in long-ſuftering, gentleneſs or goodneſs ; either 
in fidelity, mecknels or temperance. Let us not then, 
on either hand, fight about words. In the thing we 
clearly agree. 

You have not what I call perfection. If others will 
call it fo, they may, However hold fait What you have, 
and earneſtly pray for what you have not. 

2. 22. Can thoſe who are perfeft grow in grace? 

A. Undoubtedly they can. And that not only while 
they are in the body, but to all eternity. 

2, 30. Can they fall from it? 

A. I am well affured they can, Matter of fact puts 
this beyond diſpute. Formerly we thought, one ſaved 
from fin could not fall. Now, we know the contrary. 
We are ſurrounded with inſtances of thoſe, who lately 
experienced all that I mean by perfection. They had 
both the uit of the ſpirit and the 2e Bur they 
have now loſt both. Neither dues any one ſtand, by 
virtue of any thing that is implied in the natzre of the 
ſtate. There is no ſuch Het or frength of holineſs, as 
it is impoſſible to tall from. If there be any that cannot 
Fall, this wholly depends on the promiſe and faithtul- 
neſs of God. 

2. 31. Can thoſe who fall ſrom his ſtate recover it? 

A. Why not? We have many inſtances of this allo, 
Nay, it is an exceeding common thing, for pertons to 
loſe it more than once, before they ure eſtabliſhed 
therein, 

It is therefore to guard them who are ſaved from ſin, 
from every occaſion of ſtumbling, that I give the fol- 
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lowing advices. But firſt I ſhall ſpeak plainly concern- 
ing the work itſelf, 

[ eſteem this late work to be of God: probably, the 

reateſt now upon earth, Yet like all others, this alſo 
15 mixed with much human frailty. But theſe weak- 
neſſes are far lefs than might have been expected; and 
ought to have been joytully borne by all that loved and 
followed after righteouſneis, That there have been a 
few weak, warm-headed, men, 1s no reproach to the 
work it!ell, no juſt ground tor accuſing a multitude &. 
ſober-minded men, who are patterns of ſtrict holineſs, 
Yet-(juit contrary to what ought to have been) the op- 
polition is great; the helps few. Hereby many are 
hindered trom fecking faith and holineſs by the falſe 
zeal of others: and ſomè who at firſt began to run well, 
are turned out of the way. 

2. 32. What is the firſt advice that you would give 
them? 

A. Watch and pray continually againſt pride, If 
Gud has caſt it out, ſee that it enter no more: it is full 
as dangerous as deſire. And vou may ſlide back into it 
unawares: eſpecially if you think there is no danger of 
it, “ Nay, but I aſcribe all I have to God. So you 
may, and be proud nevertheleſs. For it is pride, not 
only to aſcribe any thing we have to ourſelves, but to 
think we have what we really have not. Mr. L— for 
inſtance, aſcribed ail the light he had to God, and fo 
far he was humble, But then he thought he had more 
light than any man living. And this was palpable 
pride. So you aſcribe all the knowtedge you have to 
God; and in this reſpect you are humble. But if you 
think you have more than you really have: or if you 
think you are ſo taught of God, as no longer to need 
man's teaching, pride heth at the door. Yes, you have 
need to be taught, not only by Mr. M——- 4, by one 
another, by Mr. M——4, or me, but by the weakeft 
preacher in London yea, by all men. For God ſend- 
eth by whom he will ſend. 

Do not therefore ſay to any who would adviſe or re- 
2 you, „ You are blind : you cannot teach me.“ 

o not ſay, This is your ww:/dom, your carnal reaſon : 


but calmly weigh the thing betore God, 


Always 
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Always remember, much grace does not imply much 


fight. Theſe do not always go together. As there 


may be much light, where there is little love, ſo there 
may be much love, where there is little light, The 
heart has more heat than the eye; yet it cannot ſee. 
And God has wiſely tempered the members of the bo- 
dy together, that none may ſay to another, I have 
no need of thee.” 

To imagine none can teach you, but thoſe who are 
themſelves ſaved from fin, is a very great and danger- 
ous miſtake. Give not place to it for a moment, It 
would lead you into a thouſand other miſtakes, and that 
irrecoverably. No: Dominion 1s not founded in grace, 
as the madmen of the laſt age talked, Obey and re- 
gard hem that are over you in the Lord, and do not think, 
you know better than them. Know their place, and 


your own; always remembering, much love does not 


imply much light, 

The not obſerving this has led ſome into many miſ- 
takes, and into the appearance, at leaſt, of pride. O 
beware of the appearance, and the thing. Let there 
be in you that lowly mind, which æuas in Chriſt Jeſus. 
And be ye likewiſe cloathed auith humility, Let it not on- 
ly fill, but cover you all over. Let modeſty and ſelt- 
diffidence appear in all your words and actions. Let 
all you ſpeak and do ſhew, that you are little, and baſe, 
and mean, and vile in your own eyes. 

As one initance of this, be a'ways ready to own any 
fault you have been in. It you have at any time 
thought, ſpoke, or acted wrong, be not backward ta 
acknowledge it. Never dream that this will hurt the 
cauſe. of God: no, it will further it. Be therefore 
open and frank, when you are taxed with any thing: 
do not ſeek either to evade or diſguiſe it. But let it 
appear juſt as it is, and you will thereby not hinder, 
but adorn the goſpel. 

2. 33. What is the ſecond advice, which you would 
give them? 

A. Beware of that daughter of pride, enthr/ra/: / 
O keep at the utmoſt diſtance from it: give no place 
to an heated imagination. Do not haſtily aſcribe things 
to God. Do not eaſily ſuppoſe dreams, voices, im- 

pre ſſions, 
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preſſions, viſions, or revelations to be from God. They 
may be trom him. They may be from nature, They 
may be from the devil, Therefore believe not every ſpi- 
rit, but try the ſpirits whether they be of God. Try all 
things by the written word, and let all bow down betore 
it. You are in danger of enthuſiaſm every hour, if you 
depart ever fo little from ſcripture : yea, or from the 
plain literal meaning of any text, taken in connexion 
with the context. And fo you are, if you deſpiſe or 
lightly eſteem reaſon, Knowledge, or human learning : 
Every one of which is an excellent gt of God, and may 
ierve the nobleit purpoſes. 

I adviſe you, never to uſe the words, <v:!/dom, reaſon, 
or &ozwledze, by way ot reproach. On the contrary, 
pray that you yourſelf may abound in them more and 
more. It youu inean worldly witdom, v/ilr;3 knowledge, 
falſe reaſoning, ſay ſo: and throw away the chaff, bur 
not the whear, 

One general inlet to enthuſiaſm is, expecting the end 
without the means ; the expecting knowledge, fur in- 
ſtance, without ſearching the ſcriptures, and conſulting 
the children of God: the expecting ſpiritual ſtrength 
without conſtant prayer, and ſteady watchfulneſs: the 
expecting any bleſſing without hearing the word of God 
at every opportunity. 

Some have been ignorant of this device of Satan, 
They have left off ſearching the ſcriptures, They ſaid, 
„ God writes all the ſcripture on my heart. Therefore 
I have no need to read it.” Others thought, they had 
not ſo much need of hearing, and fo grew {lack in at- 
tending the morning preaching. O take warning, you 
who are concerned herein. You hare liſtened to the 
voice of a ſtranger. Fly back to Chriſt, and keep in 
the good old way, which was oxce deliwered to the ſaluts: 
the way that even an heathen bore teſtimony of, * That 
the chriſtians roſe early every day to fing hymns to 
Chriſt as God.“ | | 

The very deſire of grotuing in grace may ſometimes he 
an inlet of enthuſiaſm. As it continuallly leads us to 
ſeek nv grace, it may lead us unawares, to ſeek ſome- 
thing elſe new, beſide zero degrees of love to God 
and man. 80 it has led _ to ſeek and fancy ther 
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( 74 ) 
had received gifts of a eso ind, after a new heart, as 
1. the loving God with all our mind, 2, with all our 
foul, 3. with all our ſtrength, 4. oneneſs with God, 
oneneis with Chriſt, 6. having our life hid with Chrilt 
in God, 7 being dead with Chriſt, 8. riſing with him, 
9. the ficting with him in heavenly places, 10. the 
being taken up into his throne, 11, the being in the 
new Jeruſalem, 12, the ſeeing the tabernacle of God 
come down among men, 13. the being dead to all 
works, 14. the not being liable to death, pain, or grief, 
or temptation. 

One ground of many of theſe miſtakes is, the taking 
every freſh, ſtrovs application of any of theſe ſcrip- 
tures to the he: art, to be a gift of a new kind :- not know- 
ing that ſeveral of theſe ſeriptures are not fulfilled yet; 
that moſt of the others are fulfilled when we are jutti- 
fed; the reit, the moment we are ſanctiſied. It re- 
nauins only, to experience them in higher degrees, This 
is all we have to expect, 

Another ground of theſe, and a thouſand miſtakes 
is, the not conſidering deep! y, that love is the higheſt 
gift of God, humble, gentle, patient luve: that all vi- 
lions, reve!ations, manifeſtations whatever, are little 
things compared to love : and that all the gifts above— 
mentioned are either the ſame with, or infinitely infe- 
rior to it. 

It were well you ſhould be throughly ſenſible of this: 
the heaven of heavens is love, There is nothing high- 
er in religion : there is, in effect, nothing elſe: if you 
look for any thing but more love, you are looking wide 
of the mark, you are getting out of the royal way, And 
when you are aſking others, have on received this or 
that bleſſing? If you mean any thing but more love, 
you mean wrong; you are leading them out of the way, 
and putting them upon a falſe ſcent, Settle it then in 
vour heart, that from the moment God has ſaved you 
trom all fin, you are to aim at nothing more, but more 
of that love deſcrived in the thirteenth of the Coriuthcens. 
You can go no higher than hs, till you are carried in- 
% Abraham's boſom. 
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ay vet again, beware of cuthuſſaſ. Such is, the 
imagining you have the gift of propheſhing, or of diſceru- 
n, of ſpirits, Which I do not believe one of you has; 
no, nor ever had yet. Beware of judging people to be 
either right or wrong, by your own fee/ings, This is 
no ſcriptural way of judging. O keep cloſe to e law 
aud the teſtimony ! 

2. 34. What is the third? 

A. Beware of Antinomianiſm, making void the la tu, or 
any part of it h faith. Enthuliaſm naturaliy leads to 
this: indeed they can ſcarce be ſeparated. This may 
ileal upon you in a thouſand forms, ſo that you cannot 
be too watchful againſt it. Take heed of every thing, 
whether in principle or practice, which has any tenden- 
cy thereto. Even that great truth, that Chriſt zs the 
end of the law, may betray us into it, if we do not con- 
tider, that he has adopted every point of the moral law, 
and gratted into it the law of love, Beware of think- 
ing, „ becaule I am filled with love, I need not have 
fo much holineſs. Becauſe 1 pray always, therefore L 
need no ſet time tor private prayer: becauſe I watch al- 
ways, therefore I need no particular ſelf- examination.“ 
Let us magnify the law, the whole written word, 4 
mate it honourable, Let this he our voice, / prize thy 
commandment above gold or precious ſtones, O what love have 
T unto thy laxv, All the day long is my fiudy in it“ Beware 
of Autinomian boots: particularly the works of Dr, Cr;/5 
and Mr. Saltma;/b, They contain many excellent things. 
And this makes them the more dangerous. O be warns 
ed in time! Do not play with fire: do not put your 
hand on the hole of a cockatrice den! I intreat you, be- 
ware of Bizotry. Let not your love or benificence be 
confined, to Methodiſts (fo called) only: much leſs to 
that very ſmail part of them, who ſeem to be renewed 
in love: or tothoſe who believe your's and their report: 
O make not this your $4:bboleth, Beware of filiney* : 
ceaſing, in a wrong ſenſe, from vour own works, To 
mention one inſtance out ot many, Lou have receiy- 
ed, ſays one, a great bleſling. But you began to rale of 
it, and to do this and that. So you loſt it, You ſhould 
have been il.“ 

D 2 Beware 
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Beware of /e//-:ndulgence : yea, and making a virtue 
of it, laughing at /e/-dcnal, and taking up the croſi daily, 
at faſting or abſtinence. Beware of cex/oriouſneſ5 ; think- 
ing or calling them that any ways oppoſe o, whether 
in judgment or practice, blind, dead, fallen, or “ enemies 
to the work.” Ouce more, beware of Solifidiani/m : 
crying nothing but“ believe, believe:“ and condemn- 
ing thoſe as /29-ant or /rgal, who ſpeak in a more ſeri p- 
tural way. At certain ſeaſons indeed, it may be right to 
treat ot nothing but repentance, or merely of faith, or 
altogether of holineſs : but in general our call is, to de- 
clare the whole counſel of God, and to propheſy accor- 
ding to the analogy of faith. The written word treats 
of the whole, and every particular branch of righteouſ- 
neſs, deſcending to its minuteſt branches, as to be ſober, 
courteous, diligent, patient, to honour all men. So 
iikewife the Holy Spirit works the ſame in our hearts, 
not merely creating deſires after holineſs in general, but 
Urongly inclining vs to every particular grace, leading 
us to every individual part of evhatſoerer 75 lovely, And 
this with the greateit propriety : for as by avorks faith is 
mad: perfect, fo the compleating or deſtroying the work 
of faith, and enjoying the favour, or ſufterivg the diſ- 
pleaſure of God, greatly depends on every ſingle act ot 
Obedience or diſobedience. 

2. 35. What is the fourth? 

A. Beware of /s of emnijjion ; loſe no opportunity of 
doing good in any kind, Be zealous of good works : 
willingly omit no work, cither of piety or inercy. Do 
all the good you poſſibly can to the bodies and ſouls of 


men. Particularly, thou fhalt in any <viſe reprove thy 


».cighbour, and not ſuffer ſia upon him. Be aflive, Give 
no place to indolence or floth: give no occaſion to ſay, 
« Ye are idle, ye are idle.” Many will fay fo ſtill; 
but let your whole ſpirit and behaviour refute the ſlan- 
cer, Be always employed: loſe no ſhred of time: ga- 
ther up the fragments, that none be loſt, And whatſo- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. Be 
oro to ſpeak, and wary in ſpeaking, {Ju a multitude of 
«verds there wwauteth not fin. Do not talk much: neither 
long at a time. Few can converle profitably or an 
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hour. Keep at the utmoſt diſtance from pious chit- 
chat, from religious goſſiping. 
J. 30. What is the fifth? | 

A. Beware of defring any thing but God. Now you 
deſire nothing elſe. Every other defire is driven out: 
ſee that none enter again. Keep thy/elf pure, et yorr eye 
remain /ingle, and your whole body . Hall be full of I ght. 
Adinit no deſire of pleaſing food, or any other pleature 
of ſenſe: no defire of pleating the eye or the imagina- 
tion, by any thing grand, or new, or beautiful: no 
defire of money, of praiſe, or eſteem ; of happineſs in 
any creature, You may bring theſe defires back; but 
you zeed not; you need feel them no more. O ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made you 
tree, 

Be patterns to all, of denying yourſetves, and taking 
up your croſs daily, Let them lee that you make no 
account ot any pleaſure which does not bring you ncar- 
er to God; nor regard any pain which does: that you 
ſimply aim at plealing him, whether by doing or ſut- 
tering : that the conſtant language of your heart, with 
regard to pleaſure or pain, honour or diſhonour, riches 
or poverty, is, 

AlPs alike to me, ſo I 
In my Lord may live and die! 


D. 37. What is the ſixth? 
A. Beware of chin, of making a rent in the church 


of Chriſt, That inward diſunion, the members ceaſ- 


ing to have a reciprocal love one for another, (1 Cor. 
X11. 25. is the very-root of all contention, and every 
outward ſeparation, Beware of every thing tending 
thereto. 5 
has the leaſt aſpect that way. Therefore ſay not, 7 am 
of Paul or of Apollos; the very thing which occaſioned 
the ſchiſm at Corinth, Say not, This is % preacher ; 
the beſt preacher in England. Give me him, and take 
all the reſt.” All this tends to breed or foment diviſion, 
to diſunite thoſe whom God hath joined. Do not ex- 
pell, or run down any preacher. Do not exalt any one 
above the reſt, leſt you hurt both him and the cauſe of 
D 3 God 
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God. On the other hand do not bear hard upon any 
by reafon of ſome incoherency or inaccuracy of expreſ- 
ſion ; no, nor tor ſome miſtakes, were they really ſuch. 

Likewiſe if you would avoid ſchiſm, obſerve every 
rule of the ſocicty, and of the bands, for conſcience ſake, 
Never omit meeting your claſs or band; never abſent 
yourlelt from any public meeting. Theſe are the very 
ſinews of our ſociery : and whatever weakens, or tends 
to weaken our regard for theſe, or our exactneſs in at- 
tending them, ſtrikes at the very root of our communi- 
ty. As one faith. That part of our economy, the 
private weekly meetings for prayer, examination, and 
particular exhortation, has been the greateſt means of 
deepening and confirming evcry bleffing, that was re- 
ceived by the word preached, and of diffuſing it to 

thers, who could not attend the public miniſtry : 
whereas, without this religious connexion and inter- 
courſe, the moſt ardent attempts by mere preaching, 
have proved of no laſting uſe.” 

Suffer not one thought of ſeparating from your bre- 
thren, whether their opinions agree with your's or not. 
Do not dream, that any man fins, in not believing yor, 
in not taking your word : or that this or that opinion, is 
eſſential to the work, and both mult ſtand or fall toge- 
ther. Beware of zmpatience, of contradifion. Do not 
condemn or think hardly of thoſe, who cannot ſee juſt 
as you ſee, or who judge it their duty to contradict 
you, whether in a great thing or a ſmall. I fear ſome 
of us have thought hardly of others, merely becauſe 
they contradicted what we afftirmed. All this tends to 
diviſion, And by every thing of this kind, we are 

2aching them an evil leſſon againſt ourſelves. 

O beware of touchineſs, of teſtineſs, not bearing to 
be ſpoken to; itarting at the leaſt word; and fly ing 
from thoſe who do not implicitly receive mine or ano- 
ther's ſayings! | | 

2 contradiction and oppoſition, together with 
croſſes various kinds. Conſider the words of St. 


Paul, To you it is ginen in the behalf of Chriſt, for his 
fake, as a fruit of his death and interceſſion for you, 


not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, Phil. i. 2 
| ! 
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1 is given God gives you this oppoſition or reproach 
it is a ireſh token of his love. And will you diſown 
the giver ? Or ſpurn his gift, and count it a misfortune ? 
Will you not rather ſay, „Father, the hour is come, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be glorified. Now thou giveſt thy 
child to ſuffer ſomething for thee, Do with me accor- 
ding to thy will.” Know that theſe things, far trom 
being hindrances to the work of God, or to your foal, 
unleſs by your own fault, are not only unavoidable in 
the courſe of providence, but profitable, yea neceſtary 
tor you, Therefore receive them from God (not from 
chance) with willingneſs, with thankfulneſs. Receive 
them from men with humility, meckneſs, yieldingneſs, 
gentleneſs, ſweetneſs. Why ſhould not even your out- 
ward appearance and manner, be ſoft? Remember the 
character of Lady Calis: It was ſaid of the Roman 
Emperor, Titus, never any one came dijpleajed fron 
him,” But it might be taid ot her, never any one wept 
diſpleaſed to her. So ſecure were all, of the kind and fa- 
vourable reception, which they would meet with trom 
her.” 8 

Beware of tempting others to ſeparate from vo. 
Give no offence which can poſſibly be avoided : fee 
that your practice be in all things ſuitable to your profeſ- 
ſion, adorning the dectrine of God our Saviour, Be 
particularly careful in ſpeaking of yourſelf : you may 
not indeed deny the work of God: but ſpeak of it, when 
you are called thereto, in the molt inoffenſive manner 
poſſible. Avoid all magnificent, pompous words. In- 
deed you need give it no general name. Neither“ per- 
fection, ſanctification, the ſecond blefling, nor the having 
attained.” Rather ſpeak of the particulars, which God 
has wrought for you, You may ſay, At ſuch a time 


1 felt a change which I am not able to expreſs. And 


ſince that time I have not felt pride, or ſelf-will, or an- 
ger, or unbelief: nor any thing but a fulneſs of love, to 
God and to all mankind.” And anſwer any other. plain 

queſtion that is aſked, with modeſty and fimplicity, 
And if any of you ſhould at any time fall from what 
you now are, if you ſhould again feel pride or unbe- 
lief, or any temper from which you are now delivered ; 
D 4 do 
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do not deny, do not hide, do not diſguiſe it at all, at 
the pcril of your foul, At all events go to one in whom 
you can confide, and ſpeak juſt what you feel. God 
will enable him to ſpeak a word in feaſon, which ſhall 
be health to your ſoul. And ſurely he will again lift 
up your head, and cauſe the bones that have been 
broken to rejoice. 

©. 38. What is the laſt advice that you would give 
them? 

A. Be exemplary in all things: particularly in outward 
things (as in dre/5) in ide things, in the laying out of 
your zzozey, (avoiding every needleſs expence) in deep, 
iteady ſeriouſacſ5, und in the /olidity and v/i/ulneſs of all 
your coumerſation. So ſhall you be @ light ſhining in a 
dark place: So ſhall you daily grotv in grace, till an en- 
trance be miniflered unto you abundantly into the everlaſiing 
Lingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Moſt of the preceding advices are ſtrongly inforced 
in the following reflections: which I recommend to 
rour deep and frequent conſideration, next to the holy 
icr1pturces, 


1. The ſea is an excellent figure of the fullneſs of 
God, and that of the bleſſed Spirit. For as the rivers 
all return into the ſea ; fo the bodies, the fouls, and the 
good works of the righteous, return into God, to live 
there in his eternal repoſe, 

Altho' all the graces of God depend on his mere 
bounty, yet is he pleaſed generally to attach them to 
rhe prayers, the inſtructions, and the holineſs of thoſe 
with whom we are. By ſtrong, tho' inviſible attrac- 
tions he draws fome ſouls through their intercourſe 
with others. | 

The ſympathies formed by grace far ſurpaſs thoſe 
formed by nature. 

The truly devout ſhew, that paſſions as naturally flow 
from true as from falſe love, ſo decply ſenſible are they 
of the goods and evils of thoſe whom they love for God's 
ſake. But this can only be comprehended by thoſe 
who undcriand the language of love, 

The bottom of the ſoul may be in repoſe, even while 
we are in many outward troubles; juſt as the bottom 
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bottom of the ſea is calm, while the ſurface is ſtrongly 
agitated, 

The 3% helbs to growth in grace are the ill uſage, the 
affronts, and the loſſes which befal us. We ſhould re- 
ceive them with all thankfulneſs, as preterable to all 
others, were 1t only on this account, that our will has 
no part therein. 

The readieſt way to eſcape from our ſufferings is, to 
be willing they ſhould endure as long as God pleaſes. 

It we ſuffer perſecution and affliction in a right man- 
ner, we attain a larger meaſure of conformity to Chriſt, 
by a due improvement of one of theſe occaſions, than 
we could have done merely by imitating his mercy, in 
abundance of good works. 

One of the greateſt evidences of God's love to thoſe 
that love him, 1s to ſend them aftlictions with grace to 
bear them, 

Even in great afflictions, we ought to teſtify to God, 
that in receiving them from his hand, we feel pleaſure 
in the midſt of the pain, from being afflicted by him 
who loves us, and whom we love, 

The readieſt way which God takes to draw a man to 
himſelf, is to afflict him in that he loves moſt, and with 
good reaſon : and to cauſe this affliction to ariſe from 
ſome good action done with a ſingle eye: becauſe no- 
thing can more clearly ſnew him the emptineſs of what 
is moſt lovely and deſirable in the world. 

3. True reſgnation contiits in a thorough conformity 
to the whole will of God; who wills and does all (ex- 
cepting ſin) which comes to paſs in the world. In or- 
der to this we have only to embrace all events, good and 
bad, as his will, 

In the greateſt affliftions which can befall the juſt, 
either from heaven or earth, they remain immoveable 
in peace, and perfectly ſubmiſſive to God, by an in- 
ward, loving regard to him, uniting in one all the pow- 
ers of their ſouls. 

We ought quietly to ſuffer whatever befalls us, to 
bear the defects of others, and our own, to confeſs them 
to God in ſecret prayer, or with groans which cannot 
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be uttered : but never to ſpeak a ſharp or peeviſh word, 
not to MUrmur or repine, 

Be throughly willing, that God ſhould treat you in 
the manner that pleaſes him. We are his lambs, and 
therefore ought to be ready to ſuffer, even to the death, 
without complaining, 

We are to bear with thoſe we cannot amend, and to 
be content with offering them to God. This is true 
rehgnation, And ſince he has borne our infirinitice, 
we may well bear thoſe of each other for his ſake. 

To abandon all, t) ſtrip one's-telt of all, in order to 
feek and to follow Jeſus Chriſt, naked to Berblebem, 
where he was born; naked to the hall where he was 
ſcourged ; and naked to Calvary, where he died on the 
croſs, is ſo great a mercy, that neither the thing, nor 
the knowledge of it 1s given to any, but through faith 
in the Son of God, 

4. There 1s no love of God without patience, and no 
patience without /owline/; and ſweetneis of ſpfrit. 

Humility and patience are the ſureſt proofs of the in- 
creaſe of love. 

Humility alone unites patience with love, without 
which it is impoſſible to draw profit from ſuttering ; 
or indeed to avoid complaint, eſpecially when we think 
we have given no occaſion for what men make us ſufter, 

True humility is a kind of ſelt-annihilation : and this 
is the center of all virtues, 

A ſoul returned to God, ought to be attentive to eve- 
ry thing which is ſaid to him, on the head of ſalva- 
tion, with a deſire to profit thereby. 

Of the {ins which God has pardoned, let nothing re- 
main but a deeper humility in the heart, and a ſtricter 


regulation in our words, in our actions, and in our ſuf- 


terings. 

5. The bearing men, and ſuffering evils in meekne/G 
and filence, is the ſum of a Chriſtian life. 

God is the firſt object of our love: its next office is, 
to bear the defects of others. And we ſhould begin the 

actice of this amidit our own houſhold, 

We ſhould chiefly exerciſe our love, towards them 
who moſt ſhock, either our way of thinking, or our 
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temper, or our knowledge, or the deſire we have that 
others ſhould be as virtuous, as we wiſh to be ourſelves, 

6. God hardly gives his Spirit even to thoſe whom 
he has eſtabliſhed in grace, it they do not pray for it 
on all occaſions, not only once, but many times. 

God does nothing but in anſwer to prayer; and even 
they who have been converted to God, without pray- 
ing for it themſelves (which 1s exceeding rare) were 
not without the prayers of others. Every new victory 
which a ſoul gains, is the effect of a new prayer. 

On crery occaſion of uneaſineſs, we ſhould retire to 
prayer, that we may give place to the grace and light 
of God, and then form our reſolutions, without being 
in any pain about what ſucceſs they may have. 

In the greateſt temptations, a ſingle look to Chriſt, 
and the barely pronvuncing his name, ſuffices to over- 
come the wicked one, ſo it be done with confidence and 
calmneſs of Spirit, 

God's command, to pray without ceaſing, is founded 
on the neceſſity we bave of his grace, to preſerve the 
life of God in the foul, which can no more ſubſiſt one 
moment without it, than the body can without air. 

Whether we think or ſpeak to God, whether we 
act or ſuffer for him, all is prayer, when we have no 
other object than his love, and the defire of pleaſing 
him. 

All that a Chriſtian does, even in eating and ſleep- 
ing is prayer, when it is done in ſimplicity, according 
to the order of God, without either adding to, or dimi- 
niſhing from it by his own choice. 

Prayer continues in the defire of the heart, tho' the 
underſtanding be employed on outward things. 

In ſouls filled with love, the defire to pleaſe God is 
a continual prayer, 

As the furious hate which the devil bears us, is term- 
ed the roaring of the lion, ſo our vehement love may 


be termed, crying after God. 


God only requires of his adult children, that their 
hearts be truly purified, and that they offer him conti- 
nually the wiſhes and vows, that naturally ſpring from 
perfect love. For theſe deſires being the genuine fruits 


of love, are the moſt perfect prayers that can ſpring 
from it, D 6 7* K 
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7. It is ſcarce conceivable how fraight the tray is, 
wherein God leads them that follow him : and how 
dependent on him we mult be, unleſs we are wanting in 
our faithfulneſs to him, 

It is hardly credible of how great conſequence before 
God, the ſmalleſt things are; and what great inconve- 
niences ſometimes follow thoſe, which appear to be 
light faults, 

As a2 very little duſt will diſorder a clock, and the 
leaſt ſand will o&fcure our fight, ſo the leaſt grain of ſin, 
which is upon the heart, will hinder its right motion 
towards God, 

We ought to be in the church as the ſaints are in 
heaven, and in the houſe as the holieſt men are in the 
church : doing our work in the houſe as we pray in 
the church, worſhipping God from the ground of the 
heart, 

We ſhould be continually labouring to cut off all the 
uſcleſs things that ſurround us. And God uſually re- 
trenches the ſuperfluities of our ſouls, in the ſame pro- 
portion as we do thoſe of our bodies, 

The beſt means of reſiſting the devil is, to deſtroy 
whatever of the world remains in us, in order to raiſe 
for God upon its ruins, a building all of love. Then 
ſhall we begin in this fleeting life, to love God as we 
ſhall love him 1n eternity. 

We ſcarce conceive, how eaſy it is to rob God of his 
due, in our friendſhip with the moſt virtuous perſons, 
until they are torn from us by death. But if this loſs 
produce laiting forrow, that is a clear proof, that we had 
before two treaſures, between which we divided our 
heart, 

8. If after having renounced all, we do not watch 
inceſſantly, and beſeech God to accompany our vigilance 
with his, we ſhall be again entangled and overcome, 

As the moſt dangerous winds may enter at little 


openings, ſo the devil never enters more dangerouſly, 


than by little unobſerved incidents, which ſeem to be 
nothing, yet inſepſibly open the heart to great temp- 
tations, b : 

t 


PL 1 4-0 N 4 . 


"26 —— — 


4 


66 


It is good to renew ourſelves from time to time, by 
cloſely examining the ſtate of our ſouls, as if we had never 
done it before. For nothing tends more to the full 
aflurance of faith, than to keep ourſelves by this means 
in humility, and the exerciſe of all good works. 

To continual watchfulneſs and prayer, ought to be 
added continual employment. For grace flies a vacuum 
as well as nature, and the devil fills wha:ever God does 
not fill. 

There is no faithfulneſs like that, which ought to 
be between a guide ot fouls, and the perſon directed by 
him. They ought continually to regard each other, in 
God, and cloſe ly to examine themiclves, whether all 
their thoughts are pure, and all their u 'ords di ected 
with Chrittian diſcretion, Other affairs are only the 
things of men; but theſe are peculiarly the things of 
God. 

The words of St. Paul, No man can call Jeſus, 
2 but by the Hey Gba, ſnew us the neceſlity of 
eying God in our good co, and even in our minuteft 
thoughts; ; knowing that none are pleaſing to him, but 
thoſe which he forms in us and with us. From hence 
we learn, that we cannot ferve h:m, unleſs he ule our 
tongue, hands, and heart, to do by himfelf and his 
Spirit whatever he would have us to do. 

It we were not utterly impotent, our good works 
would be our own property : whereas nuw they belong 
wholly to God, becauſe they procced from him and his 
grace; while raiſing our works, and making them all 


divine, he honours bimſelf 3 In us through Ts 


One ot the principal rules of religion is, To lofe no 
occalion of ſerving God. And fince he is inviſible to 
our eyes, we are to ſerve him in our neighbour ; which 
he receives as if done to himſelt in perſon, ſtanding 
viſibly before us. 

God does not love men that are inconſtant, nor good 
works that are intermitted. Nothing is pleating to him, 
but what has a reſemblance of his own immutability. 

A conſtant attention to the work, which God in- 
truſts us with, is a mark of ſolid piety. 

Love faſts when it can, and as much as it can. It 
leads to all the ordinances of God, and employs itſelf 

in 
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in all the outward works, whereof it is capable. It flies 
as it were, like Elijah over the plain, to find God upon 
his holy mountain. 

God is ſo great that he communicates greatneſs to 
the leaſt thing that is done for his ſervice. 

Happy are they who are ſick; yea or loſe their life 
for having dune a good work, 

God trequently conceals the part which his children 
have in the converſion of other ſouls, Yet one may 
boldly ſay, tht perſon who long groans before him for 
the converſion of another, whenever that ſoul is con- 
verted to God, is one of the chief cauſes of it. 

Charity cannot be practiſed right, unleſs, firit, we ex- 
ercile it the moment God gives the occaſion ; and ſe- 
condly, retire the inſtant 14 to offer it to God by 
humble thankſgiving, And this tor three reaſons, 1ſt. 
to reader him what we have received from him: the 2d. 
To avoid the dangerous temptation, which ſprings from 
the very goodneſs of theſe works; and the 3d. To 
unite ourſelves to God, in whom the ſoul expancs itſelf 
in prayer, with all the graces we have received, and the 

ood works we have done, to draw from bim new 
ee againſt the bad cfiects which theſe very works 
may produce in us, if we do not make uſe of the anti- 
dotes, which God has ordained againſt theſe poiſons. 
The true means to be filled anew with the riches 
of grace is thus to ſtrip ourſelves of it: and without 
this, 1t 1s extremely dithcult, not to grow taint in the 

ractice of good works. 

Good works do not receive their laſt erfattion, till 
they, as it were, loſe themſelves in God. This is a 
kind of death to them, reſembling that of our bodies, 
which will not attain their higheſt lite, their immorta- 
lity, till they loſe themſelves in the glory of our ſouls, 
or rather of God, wherewith they ſhall be filled. And 
it is only what they had of earthly and mortal, which 


good works loſe by this ſpiritual death. 


Fire is the ſymbol of love: and the love of God is 
the principle and the end of all our good works, But 
as truth ſurpaſſes figure, and the fire of divine love 
has this advantage over material fire, that it can re- aſ- 
cend to its ſource, and raiſe thither with it, all the good 

works 
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which it produces. And by this means it prevents their 
being corrupted by pride, vanity, or any evil mixture. 
But this cannot be done otherwile than by making theſe 
good works in a ſpiritual manner die in God, by a deep 
| gratitude, which plunges the ſoul in him as in an abyſs, 
with all that it is, and all the grace and works ior w hich 
it is indebted to him: a gratitude, whereby the ſoul 
ſeems to empty itſelf of them, that they may return to , 
their ſource, as rivers feem willing to empty themſelves, 
when they pour themſelves with all their waters into the 
ſea. 
When we have received any ſavour from God, we 
ought to retire, if not into our cloſets, into our hearts, 
and ſay, I come, Lord, to reſtore to thee what thou 
haſt given, and 1 freely relinquiſh it, to enter again into 
my own nothingneſs. For what is the mot perfect 
creature in heaven or earth in thy preſence, but a void 
capable of being filled with thee and by thee, as the air 
Waich is void and dark, is capable of being filled with =_— 
the light of the jun? Grant therctore, O Lord, that I | 
may never appropriate thy grace to myſelf, any more 
than the air appropriates to ittelf the light of the ſun, 
who withdraws it every day to reſtore it the next, there 
; being nothing 1n the air that either appropriatcs his 
light, or relifts it. O give me the fame tacility of re- 
| ceiving and reftoring thy grace and good works! I ſay 
x thine : for I acknowledoe the root trom which they 
ſpring, is in thee, and not in me.“ | 
26. In the year 1764, upon a_rev.cwof the whole 
ſubject, I wrote down the ſum ot what I had obſerved, 
5 in the following ſhort propoſitions, 
* 1, There is ſuch a thing as perfeAon; for it is 
| again and again mentioned in ſcripzure. 
2. It is not ſo early as juſtification ; bor juſtified per 
ſons are to go on to perfection, Heb. vi. 1. 
3. It is not ſo late as death; for st. Paul ſpzaks of 
>; living men that were perfect, Phil. iii, 15. 
5 4. It is not ab/o/ute, Abſolute perfection belongs not 
: to man: nor to angels; but to God alone. 
It does not make a man if, none is infalli- 
ble; while he remains in the body, 
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6. Is it Hs ? Tt is not worth while to contend for 
a term. It is ſalvation from ſin. 


7. It is -ferſet love, 1 John iv. 18. This is the © | 


ſence of it: it's properties, or inſeparable fruits, are we- 
foicing evermore, praying eithout ceaſing, and in every 
thing giving thanks, 1 The. v. 16, &Cc. 

8. It is 7mproveable. It is far from lying in an indi- 
viſible point, from being incapable ot increaſe, that 
one perfected ir. love may grow in grace far ſwifter, than 
he did before. 

9. It is amiſible, capable of being loſt; of which we 
have numerous inſtances. But we were not thoroughly 
convinced of this, till five or fix years ago. 

10. It is conſtantly both preceded and followed by a 
gradual work. | 

11, But is it in itſelf inſtantaneous, or not? In ex- 
amining this, let us go on ſtep by ſtep. 

An infiantaneons change has been wrought in ſome be- 
lievers: none can deny this, 

Since that change, they enjoy per/e love, They fecl 
this, and this alone, They rejoice evermore, pray 
without ceafing, and in every thing give thanks. Now 
this is all that I mean by perfection. Therefore theſe 
are witneſſes of the perfection, which I preach, 

„ But in ſome this change was not infiantancous.” 
They did not perceive the inſtant, when it was wrought. 
It is often difficult to perceive the iuſtant, when a man 
dies. Yet there is an inſtant, in which hte ceaſes. 
And if even fin ceaſes, there mult be a lait moment of 
it's exiſtence, and a firſt moment of our dcliverance 
from it. 

% But if they have this love now, they will loſe it.“ 
They may; but they need not. And whether they do 
or no, they have it now: they now experience what 
we teach. They now are all love. They uro rejoice, 
pray, and praiſe without ceaſing. 

However, fin is only Vi pendid in them; it is not 
eeſtroyed.“ Call it which you pleaſe. They are all love 
to day; and they take no thought for the morrow. 

„ But this doctrine has been much abuſed.” So has 
that of juſtification by faith. But that is no reaſon for 


giving up, either this or any other ſcriptural doctrine! 
When 
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When you waſh your child, as one ſpeaks, * throw 
away the water, but do not throw away the child.” 

„ But thoſe, who think they are ſaved from tin, ſay 
they have no nced of the merits of Chriſt,” They tay 
Juit the contrary. Their language is, 


Ev'ry moment, Lord, I want 
The merit ot thy death! 


They never before had ſo deep, ſo unſpeakable a con- 


viction of the need of Chriſt in all his oflices, as they 


have now. 

Therefore all our preachers ſhould make a point, ot 
preaching perfection to believers conſtantly, ttrongly, 
and explicitly. 

And all believers ſhould ind this one thing, and con- 
tinually agonize for it, 

27. I have now done what I propoſed, I have given 
a plain and ſimple account of the manner, wherein I 
firſt received the doctrine of perfection, and the ſcuſe 
wherein I received, and wherein I do receive and teach 
it to this day, I have declare the whole, and every 
parc of what I mean by that ſcriptural expreſſion. 1 
have drawn the picture of ic at full length, withouc 
either diſguiſe or covering. Aud I would now atk any 
impartial perſon, What is there fo frightiul therein? 
Whence is all this outcry, which, for theſe twenty years 
and upwards, has been made throughout the kingdom; 
as if all Chriſtianity were deitroyed, and all religion 
torn up by the roots? Why is it, that the very name of 
Perf. #tion has been caſt out of the mouths of Chriſtians ; 
yea, exploded and abhorred, as if it contained the motk 
pernicious hereſy? Why have the preachers ol it hee: 
hooted at, like mad dogs, even by men that far (30. 
nay, and by ſome of their own children, {me wh 
they, under God, had begotten througi the whe ? 
What reaſon is there for this? Or wha: projonen 
fon, ſound reafon there is none. [t is mp 
ſhould ; but pretences there me, and ff 
abundance, Indeed there iz row 
with ſome, who treat us thus, ir 
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that it is no more than a copy 
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from the beginning to the end. They wanted, the 
fought occaſion againſt zze and here they found what 
they fought. © This is Mr, WW/l:;%'s doctrine! He 
preaches perfection!“ He does: yet this is not bs doc- 
trine, any more than it is yowrs; or any one's. elſe, 
that is a miniſter of Ct. For it is his doctrine, pe- 
culiarly, emphatically His: it is the doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Thoſe are his words, not mine, "Fo:0:38 7 
EN wo; d Tler'p Lunar 6 & Tus wporois TEN Ects 
Ye all therefore he per ct, as your father who is in hea- 
wn is perfect, And who ſays, ye ſhall not? Or atleaſt, 
not till you foul is ſeparated from the body? It is the 
doctrine of St. Paul, the doctrine of St. James, of St. 
Peter, and St. John: and no otherwiſe Mr. W/e/ley's, 
than as it is the doctrine of every one who preaches the 
pure and the whole goſpel, I tell you, as plain as I 
can ſpeak, where and when I found this. I found itin 
the oracles of God, in the Old and New Teſtament : 
when I read them with no other view or defire but to 
ſave my own ſoul. But whoſe-ſoever this doctrine is, I 
pray you, what harm is there in it? Look at it again: 
ſurvey it on every fide, and that with the cloſeſt atten- 
tion. In one view it is purity of intention, dedicating 
all the life to God. It is the giving God all our heart; 
it is deſire and defign ruling all our tempers. It is the 
devoting, not a part, but all our ſoul, body, and ſub- 
ſtance to God, In another view, it is all the mind 
which was in Chriſt, enabling us to walk as Chritt 
walked, It is the circumcifion of the heart from all 
filthineſs, all inward as well as outward pollution. Tt 
is a renewal of the heart in the whole image of God, 
the full likeneſs of him that created it. In yet another, 
it is the loving God with all our heart, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves. Now take it in which of theſe views 
you pleaſe, (for there is no material difference) and this 
is the whole and ſole perfection, as a train of writings 
prove to a demonſtation, which I have believed and 
taught for theſe forty years, from the year 1725 to the 
year 1765. 

28. Now let this perſection appear in 1ts native form, 
and who can ſpeak one word againſt it? Will any dare 
to fpeak againſt loving the Lord our God with all our 

| heart, 


„ 
heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves ? Againſt a re- 
newal of heart, not only in part, but in the whole 
image of God? Who is he that will open his mouth 
againſt being cleanſed from all pollution both of fleſh 
and ſpirit ? Or againſt having all the mind that was in 
Chriit, and walking in all things as Chriſt walked ?- 
What man, who calls himſelf a chriſtian, has the har- 
dineſs to object to the devoting, not a part, but all 
our ſoul, body and ſubſtance to God? What ſerious 
man would oppoſe the giving God all our heart, and 
the having one deſign ruling all our tempers ? I ſay, 
again, let this perfection appear in its own ſhape, and 
who will fight againſt it? It muſt be di/yz//ed, before 
it can be oppoſed, It muſt be covered with a bear-ſkin 
firſt, or even the wild beaſts of the people, will ſcarce 
be induced to 2rorry it. But whatever theſe do, let not 
the children of God any longer fight againſt the image 
of God. Let not the members of Chriſt ſay any thing 
againſt having the whole mind that was in Chriſt, 
Let not thoſe who are alive to God oppoſe the dedicat- 
ing all our lite to him. Why ſhould you, who have 
his love ſhed abroad in your heart, withitand the giv- 
ing him all your heart? Does not all that is within 
you cry out; O who that loves, can love enough?“ 
What pity that thoſe who defire and deſign to pleaſe 
him, ſhould have any other deſign or defire? much more 
that they ſhould dread, as a fatal deluſion, yea, abhor, 
as an abomination to God, the having this one deſire 
and deſign, ruling every temper ! Why ſhould dewout 
men be afraid of devoting all their ſoul, body, and ſub- 
ſtance to God? Why ſhould thoſe who love Chriſt, 
count it a damnable error, to think we may have all 
the mind that was in him? We allow, we contend, 
that we are jz//:fied freely, thro* the righteouſneſs and 
the blood of Chritt, And why are you ſo hot againſt 
us, becauſe we expect hkewiſe, to be /an:fied auholly 
thro' his ſpirit? We look for no favour either from 
the open ſervants of ſin, or from thoſe who have only 
the form of religion. But how long will you, who 
worſhip God in ſpirit, who are circumciſed awith the cir- 
cumciſion not made with hands, ſet your battle in array 
againſt thoſe, who ſeek an entire circumciſion of heart, 
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who thirſt to be cleanſed from all filibiucſt of fieſh and 
ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear of God? Are we 
your enemies, becauſe we look for a full deliverance 
from that carnal mind, which is enmity againſi God ? 
Nay, we are your brethren, your fellow-labouurers in 
the vineyard of our Lord, your companions in the 
kingdom and patience of Jeſus, Although this we con- 
feſs, (if we are fools therein, yet as fools bear with us :) 
we do expect to love God with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as ourſelves. Yea, we do believe, that he 
will in this world fo “ cleanſe the thoughts ot our 
hearts, by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we 
ſhall perfectly love him, and worthilv maguity his 
holy name,” 


